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THE    PHILOSOPHY   OF 
IMPERIALISM 


M.  Seilliere's  System 

M.  SEILLIERE  is  a  French  critic  who  has  con- 
structed a  "  philosophy  of  Imperialism,"  and, 
in  course  of  that  labour,  he  has  examined,  per- 
haps more  thoroughly  and  certainly  more  can- 
didly than  any  living  man,  the  theory  of  pan- 
Germanism.  It  would  seem  an  appropriate 
moment  at  which  to  introduce  his  work  to  the 
public  of  these  islands.  The  papers  translated 
in  this  volume  have  been  chosen  from  the  mass  of 
his  writings  on  account  of  their  immediate 
topical  interest.  They  are  dated  1911,  and  were 
originally  published  in  a  book  entitled  Les 
Mystiques  du  Neo-Romantisme*  M.  Seilliere 
claims  to  have  stated  therein  the  actual  positions 
of  the  German  "  doctrine  of  conquest  "  ;  and 

*  Plon  Nourrit  et  Cie  :  Paris. 


•>  ;  /Qerman  Doctrine  of  Conquest 

his  study  of  the  ideas  of  Dr.  Woltmann,  author 
of  The  Germans  in  France,  and  of  M.  Reimer, 
author  of  A  Pan-German  Germany,  throw 
most  vivid  light  on  the  learned  mind  of  the 
patriotic  Fatherland.  Doctrines  of  conquest, 
like  plans  of  conquest,  require  munitions  of  war. 
To  M.  Seilliere's  papers  I  add  this  essay  of  some 
length,  in  the  hope  that  the  book  as  a  whole 
may  provide  the  reader  with  an  adequate  survey 
of  the  character  of  the  armaments  with  which 
the  theory  of  German  Imperialism  has  provided 
itself  during  the  last  few  generations. 

It  is  not  chance  which  has  caused  M.  Seilliere 
to  devote  so  much  of  his  time  to  the  Germanist 
ideal.  His  "  philosophy  of  Imperialism  "  is  an 
instrument  of  critical  investigation  that  he  has 
applied  to  all  forms  of  nineteenth-century  thought, 
and  nowhere  has  it  done  its  work  better  than  in 
connection  with  those  doctrines  of  conquest 
which  have  been  so  popular  on  the  far  side  of  the 
Rhine.  As  he  points  out  in  his  introduction  to 
his  book  on  Democratic  Imperialism,  his  employ- 
ment of  the  word  "  Imperialism  "  to  describe  a 
concept  in  moral  philosophy  is  at  first  sight  a 
rash  and  an  ambiguous  proceeding.  Formerly 
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in  France  Imperialism  meant  Bonapartism ;  but 
subsequently  the  word  was  generally  used  in  its 
English  acceptation  —  concern  for  a  colonial 
Empire. 

"  Imperialism  for  our  neighbours  means  con- 
cern for  their  colonial  Empire,  now  become 
so  considerable  in  the  world.  Amongst  English 
Imperialists,  some  think  only  of  maintaining  the 
unity  of  this  Empire  and  of  strengthening  its 
cohesion ;  others  study  a  question  of  adminis- 
tration and  economics,  a  simple  problem  of 
internal  politics.  But  others  meditate  extend- 
ing, when  occasion  offers,  their  domains  oversea : 
Kingsley,  for  instance,  in  1855  ;  Seely  and 
Kipling,  in  history  and  in  literature.  Then, 
among  politicians,  Cecil  Rhodes,  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain, Milner  and  Curzon,  those  proconsuls  of 
kingly  gait. ...  As  the  Imperialists  of  this  latter 
shade  are  the  most  prominent,  if  not  the  most 
numerous,  it  is  their  definition  of  Imperialism 
which  has  been  accepted  abroad.  They  have 
been  the  best  heard,  and  the  most  imitated.* 

"  In  short,  the  new  Imperialism  did  not  long 
remain  a  purely  English  phenomenon.  We 

*  Written  in  1907. 
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speak  to-day  of  North  American  Imperialism, 
of  German  Imperialism,  of  French  Imperialism ; 
soon  we  shall  speak  of  Japanese  or  Chinese 
Imperialism.  Now  as  most  of  these  nations 
have  not,  or  had  not  yesterday,  the  smallest 
colony,  Imperialism  cannot  indicate  for  them 
a  mere  problem  of  colonial  administration.  It 
has  but  one  meaning:  the  effort  towards  the 
creation  of  an  Empire  by  warlike  conquest  or 
economic  expansion ;  economics  being  the 
modern  and  attenuated  form  of  the  vital 
struggle.  Then  the  word  Imperialism  has  again 
enlarged  its  pretensions,  and  has  annexed,  so 
to  speak,  new  verbal  provinces.  It  has  been 
employed  in  retrospective  fashion  by  M. 
Guglielmo  Ferrero,  the  eminent  Italian  socio- 
logist, to  characterise  the  governmental  pro- 
cedure of  ancient  Rome,  and  M.  Mario 
Morasso  has  lately  published  a  volume  on 
Artistic  Imperialism" 

If,  however,  we  speak  of  the  Imperialism  of 
nations  or  of  races,  why  should  we  not  speak  of 
individual  Imperialism  ?  The  consideration  of 
the  one  leads  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  others ; 
perhaps  it  is  in  international  relations  that  we  can 
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best  discern  the  true  motives  of  human  action. 
Until  conventions  and  treaties  are  guaranteed  by 
an  uncontested  public  opinion  nations  remain,  in 
a  certain  sense,  in  a  state  of  nature  ;  whereas 
relations  between  individuals  are  influenced  and 
contained  by  exterior  discipline.  We  shall  find 
that  "  the  principal  source  of  human  action 
resides  in  the  fundamental  tendency  of  man 
to  expansion  outside  of  himself."  Christian 
theology,  Nietzsche,  Hobbes,  and  the  English 
psychologists  have  all  emphasised  the  importance 
of  this  tendency  described  by  M.  Seilliere  as 
Imperialism,  for  this  single  substantive  evokes 
at  once  a  number  of  auxiliary  images  which  help 
one  to  understand  his  thesis.  Imperialism  is  the 
eternal  spring  of  mankind's  activity,  a  funda- 
mental and  imprescriptible  motive  of  action. 

His  philosophy — or,  as  he  prefers  to  say — his 
psychology  of  Imperialism  and  of  the  "  will  to 
power,"  has  already  received  much  attention  upon 
the  Continent.  Ernest  Seilliere's  Philosophic  des 
Imperialismus  is  the  title  of  a  German  volume  by 
Professor  Kretzer.  M.  M.  E,-M.  de  Vogue,  Louis 
Esteve,*  Albert  Sorel,  Brunetiere,  Lichtenberger, 

*  Introduction  to  the  Psychology  of  Imperialism^  by  Louis 
Esteve  :  Alean,  Paris. 
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Yves  Guyot,  and  Gabriel  Monod  have  been 
among  his  sympathetic  students  in  France. 
Lecturing  recently  on  Alfred  de  Musset,  M. 
Maurice  Donnay  described  the  Confession  cCun 
Enfant  du  Siecle  as  interesting  chiefly  because  it 
furnished  so  remarkable  a  case  of  M.  Seilliere's 
"  irrational  Imperialism,"  that  is  morbid  egotism, 
the  revolt  of  sentiment  against  intellect,  of 
instinct  against  reason,  the  incapacity  of  adapt- 
ing oneself  to  one's  milieu.  "  M.  Seilliere's  dis- 
trust of  romanticism,"  says  another  critic,  "  has 
made  his  psychological  glance  so  keen  that  he  can 
discover  romanticism  in  its  most  obscure  hiding- 
places.  .  .  .  Nietzsche  himself,  combating  the 
influence  of  Schopenhauer,  did  not  dig  so  closely 
at  the  extreme  roots  of  the  romanticism  of  that 
thinker."  In  Roumania  the  other  day  an  in- 
quiry into  the  future  of  the  Balkans  was  insti- 
tuted by  the  Nona  Revista,  and  M.  Seilliere  was 
among  the  Frenchmen  invited  to  contribute 
opinions.  M.  Seilliere  attributes  to  the  move- 
ment marked  by  the  campaign  in  Tripoli  and 
events  in  the  Balkans  the  fact  that  in  Italy  his 
work  has  taken  on  "  characteristics  of  immediate 
interest,"  and  he  was  the  subject  in  1913  of  an 
important  study  by  the  late  M.  Scipio  Sighele,  a 
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sociologist  well  known  in  politics  on  account  of 
his  hostility  to  Austria.  M.  Sighele's  essay  has 
been  published  as  an  introduction  to  M.  Seilliere's 
book  on  Flaubert,  and  I  will  quote  the  concluding 
passage : 

"  M.  Seilliere  teaches  that  if  Imperialism  is 
a  desire  of  power,  mysticism  is  an  Imperialism 
fortified  by  faith  (illusory  or  not,  matters  little) 
in  fruitful  superhuman  alliances.  Hence  mys- 
ticism leads  men  and  nations  to  victory;  no 
other  inspiration  is  so  powerful. 

"  To  have  faith  in  oneself  is  a  precious 
virtue  for  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  in- 
dividual or  collective  struggle  for  life.  But 
an  even  more  precious  virtue  is  the  absolute 
conviction  which  mystics  alone  possess,  of  being 
supported  in  their  vital  effort  by  the  help  of 
a  providential  alliance."  * 

As  a  moralist,  then,  M.  Seilliere  distinguishes 
between  a  sane  and  utilitarian  exercise  of  the 
"  will  to  power,"  and  those  flights  of  irrational 
Imperialism  that  Rousseau,  Nietzsche  (in  certain 

*  Gustave  Flaubert,  Le  Romantlsme  des  Realistes,  Introduction, 
p.  xxix.  Paris  :  Plon  Nourrit,  1914. 
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of  his  moods),  Gobineau,  and  the  more  influential 
prophets  of  "  five  romantic  generations  "  have 
encouraged.  Reason,  defined  as  experience,  and, 
in  particular,  as  social  experience,  has  been  re- 
placed by  mysticism ;  mysticism  emancipated 
from  Christian  discipline  has  dominated  the 
thought  of  Europe  for  the  last  hundred  and  fifty 
years.  Now,  mysticism,  the  conviction  of  an 
alliance  with  Divinity,  is  an  excellent  tonic  of 
action ;  but  it  requires  to  be  contained  and 
canalised  for  the  common  good  lest  it  lead  to 
an  excessive  disdain  of  experience.  "  No  secular 
institution  has  so  successfully  dealt  with  the 
mystical  appetite  as  the  Christian  Church,  and 
has  so  happily  kept  within  just  bounds  the 
irrational  aspirations  which  are  its  characteristic 
fruits."  With  the  decay  of  belief  in  Christian 
dogma,  and  the  consequent  loosening  of  the 
Church's  hold  upon  Europe,  a  romantic  mysticism 
came  into  its  own,  Rousseau  being  the  Messiah  of 
the  new  religion. 

Among  the  various  forms  of  romantic  mysticism 
the  most  important  are  the  religion  of  humanity, 
the  religion  of  race,  the  religion  of  beauty,  the 
religion  of  love.  Rousseau  assumes  the  "  natural 
goodness  "  of  man.  Rousseau  says :  "  The  man 
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of  instinct,  the  man  without  culture,  the  savage, 
in  Europe  the  man  of  the  people  is  less  spoilt  by 
civilisation  than  the  bourgeois,  is  God's  ally." 
A  similar  social  mysticism  is  expressed  by  Fourier, 
Proudhon,  Marx,  Lassalle,  Tolstoi,  and  is  at  the 
bottom  of  all  Utopian  conceptions  of  reform. 
In  necessary  conflict  with  the  religion  of  de- 
mocracy, but  product  of  the  same  spirit  of  revolt 
against  reason,  is  the  religion  of  race,  which 
expresses  itself  in  these  terms :  "  The  man  of  my 
blood  or  of  my  national  group  is  God's  ally  ; 
consequently  he  is  naturally  good,  and  claims 
divine  right  to  exercise  power  over  groups  less 
favoured  by  heaven."  The  religion  of  beauty, 
aesthetic  mysticism,  asserts  that  the  man  of  genius, 
the  artist  or  the  poet  capable  of  creating  beauty, 
is  the  prophet  or  representative  of  God  upon 
earth.  Finally,  the  religion  of  love  deifies  passion. 
In  studying  these  four  forms  of  romantic  mys- 
ticism we  cross  all  the  principal  paths  of  human 
activity. 

M.  Seilliere  guards  himself  against  uttering 
a  complete  condemnation  of  the  romantic  move- 
ment in  life  and  in  letters.  Its  source,  Mysticism, 
has  often  shown  itself  to  be  a  tonic  of  action 
which  accelerates  in  certain  directions  the  march 
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of  progress.  M.  Seilliere  does,  however,  advise 
the  rising  generation^ of  Europe  to  "escape  for 
ever  from  the  idle  fancies  that  issue  from  a  passing 
morbid  exaltation,"  and  to  "  seek  out  once  more 
the  tradition  of  saner  and  stronger  ages,"  to  re- 
pudiate pathological  egotism  and  irrepressible 
mysticism.  One  could  discover  certain  ties 
between  M.  Seilliere's  doctrine  and  some  new 
tendencies  of  the  French  spirit.  Seldom  does 
he  write  directly  of  contemporary  politics ;  but 
he  is  assured  of  the  influence  of  literature  upon 
facts,  and  he  has  appreciated  Nietzsche's  pro- 
phecy: "  The  conquest  of  the  world  will  be 
accomplished  in  the  name  of  philosophical  prin- 
ciples." Should  we  be  surprised  at  the  respectful 
attention  paid  him  on  the  far  side  of  the 
Rhine  ?  * 

His  inquiry  brought  him  into  contact  with 
almost  every  current  of  speculation  in  nineteenth- 

*  His  books  on  Nietzsche  (Apollo  or  Dionysius),  on  Demo- 
cratic Imperialism,  and  on  the  Romantic  Malady  in  the  series 
"  Philosophy  of  Imperialism,"  have  both  been  translated  into 
German.  So  have  his  essays  on  the  Styrian  writer  "  Peter 
Rosegger "  and  on  "  Nietzsche  and  Erwin  Rohde "  (in  the 
Mystics  of  N co-Romanticism).  I  have  already  alluded  to  the 
study  by  Dr.  E.  Kretzer,  the  biographer  of  Gobineau.  His 
work  reminds  some  German  critics  of  the  great  psychological 
syntheses  formerly  sketched  by  Taine  and  Renan. 
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century  Germany  ;  no  country  had  so  completely 
abandoned  itself  to  "  moral  romanticism."  M. 
Seilliere  is  a  Latin  critic,  and  "  a  philosopher  of 
commonsense "  ;  but  the  adepts  of  German 
mysticism  have  recognised  the  value  of  his  often- 
times ironical,  yet  always  comprehensive  exegesis. 
Certainly  none  could  feel  after  reading  M. 
Seilliere's  splendid  book  on  Nietzsche,  Apollo  or 
Dionysius,  that  the  stature  of  that  great  poet  had 
lost  an  inch.  Some  of  the  Germans  say  that  he 
is  the  most  original  of  Nietzsche's  continuators, 
at  least  in  certain  directions ;  the  saving  clause 
indicates  that  M.  Seilliere  distinguishes  very 
clearly  between  that  part  of  the  Nietzschean 
work  which  is  valuable  and  worthy  of  develop- 
ment, and  that  which  has  mainly  a  pathological 
interest.  The  struggle  between  the  Apollonian 
and  Dionysian  principles  is  brought  out  very 
clearly  in  that  other  essay  in  the  Mystics  of  Neo- 
Romanticism,  which  describes  the  friendship  of 
Nietzsche  and  Erwin  Rohde,  a  distinguished  pro- 
fessor at  Heidelberg.  We  follow  "  a  sort  of 
metaphysical  romance,  the  intrigue  of  which 
unrolls  in  the  sphere  of  pure  ideas " ;  Nietzsche 
attempts  to  define  the  "  will  to  power  "  and  a 
morality  of  rational  Imperialism,  and  Rohde 
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regards  this  phase  of  his  friend's  activity  as  a 
betrayal  of  the  common  convictions,  romantic  and 
mystical,  of  their  youth.  Finally  there  is  a  kind 
of  posthumous  reconciliation,  for  Rohde  becomes 
a  convert  to  the  philosophy  of  good  sense — a  surer 
convert  than  his  comrade  has  ever  been — after 
Nietzsche  has  descended  "  alive  into  his  tomb." 
In  the  same  volume  M.  Seilliere — how  wide  his 
net  can  be  flung  ! — interprets  the  reveries  of 
Marx,  Tolstoi,  and  of  Sorel,  "  social  mystics  "  in 
the  light  of  his  system,  and  finds  that  the  latter 
thinker  at  least  offers  many  encouragements  to 
the  rational  moralists.  When  Sorel  asks  the  work- 
ing classes  to  go  to  battle  for  the  myth  of  the 
general  strike,  a  mental  construction,  he  means 
that  mystical  experience  has  the  virtue  of  a 
tonic,  and  that  accomplished  facts  must  not  be 
compared  with  representations  of  the  future. 
But  this  syndicalist  who  scorns  "  democracy  "  asks 
the  proletariat  to  place  duty  before  instinct,  and 
would  recall  many  of  the  old  restraints  of  Chris- 
tian morality. 
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ii 

Race  Mysticism 

The  individual  can  gratify  his  Imperialistic 
instinct  by  "  conquering  himself  "  ;  in  this  way 
only  are  groups  and  nations  formed.  "  Man  is 
not  only  the  creator  or  adherent  of  a  strictly 
egoistic  morality,  which  affirms  the  pre-eminence 
of  his  own  person,  he  is  also — here  is  the  tran- 
sition between  individual  and  collective  Im- 
perialism— the  haughty  but  disciplined  cham- 
pion of  a  doctrine  which  postulates  the  pre- 
eminence in  the  world  of  the  group  to  which 
he  belongs  or  which  he  has  chosen."  When  the 
nation  or  group  in  its  turn  has  modified  its 
purely  destructive  "  will  to  power,"  and  repressed 
its  egoism,  we  then  tend  towards  a  condition  in 
which  all  effort  is  directed  towards  a  "  human 
imperialism,"  the  domination  of  humanity  over 
nature.  M.  Seilliere  is  not,  however,  impatient 
as  he  watches  each  nation  of  the  globe  proclaim 
respectively  an  indisputable  superiority  over  its 
neighbour  and  its  sovereign  right  to  military  or 
economic  expansion.  He  notices  benevolently 
that  all  such  Imperialisms  profess  to  be  inspired 
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by  moral  considerations.  Kipling's  "  white  man's 
burden  "  is  a  fine  conception.  Roosevelt  has 
declared  that  the  civilised  man  can  only  assure 
peace  by  subjecting  his  barbarian  neighbours  in 
the  disposable  parts  of  the  world,  and  at  first  a 
certain  amount  of  rude  surgery  is  indispensable. 
Views  of  this  kind  contain  suggestions  of  an 
Imperialistic  utilitarianism,  of  a  rational  and  far- 
sighted  Imperialism.  Hobbes  defined  power  as 
an  assurance  taken  in  the  present  for  the  future, 
because  one  cannot  assure  power  and  means  of 
living  without  acquiring  them  more  fully.  If  we 
say  that  the  research  and  exercise  of  power  should 
be  rational,  we  include  in  this  epithet  all  the  pre- 
cautions which  experience  suggests  to  the  in- 
dividual and  the  social  group,  with  a  view  to 
escaping  from  the  mortifications  to  which  the 
excessive  abuse  of  power  is  an  assured  prelude. 

The  inspiration  to  political  Imperialism  must 
necessarily  be  deeply  mystical.  Nothing  could 
be  more  irrational  than  the  spectacle  of  the  various 
nations  in  arms,  with  the  name  of  God  inscribed 
on  each  banner.  There  are  perhaps  distinctions 
of  degree ;  an  Imperialism  like  the  German, 
which  proclaims  that  Germanic  culture  is  a  sort 
of  "  sanctifying  grace,"  and  that  the  race  is  by 
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privilege  and  for  all  time  the  favoured  ally  of  God, 
has  more  primitive  origins  than  an  Imperialism 
like  the  British,  which  evokes  a  tradition  nurtured 
for  centuries  on  English  soil,  and  then  carried 
successfully  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Nor  does 
French  patriotism  owe  much  of  its  strength  to  a 
belief  in  race,  except  locally  as  in  Provence  or  in 
Brittany. 

England  has,  however,  produced  now  and 
again  the  real  race  mystic.  Such  a  figure  was 
that  of  the  late  Cecil  Rhodes  ;  and  the  moral 
physiognomy  of  that  "  proconsul  with  the  kingly 
gait  "  had  significant  aspects  that  should  not  be 
overlooked  by  any  student  of  the  "  new  religion." 
In  an  essay  published  in  his  Introduction  to  the 
Philosophy  of  Imperialism,  M.  Seilliere,  after 
reading  a  famous  article  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Stead, 
describes  how  Rhodes  reached  his  conviction  of 
the  "  divine  alliance "  which  is  the  necessary 
fruit  of  the  mystical  disposition  in  souls,  and  how 
that  conviction  finally  expressed  itself  in  terms  of 
race.  Having  first  demonstrated  to  his  own 
satisfaction  the  existence  of  God,  he  proceeded 
to  interpret  the  actual  spectacle  of  the  world. 
His  own  (Rhodes')  inclination  was  to  think  in 
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continents ;  God  at  least  must  think  in  planets, 
God  would  never  favour  a  little  people  confined  in 
a  corner  of  the  globe  like  the  Israelites,  but  would 
encourage  the  prosperity  of  humanity  as  a  whole. 
His  instrument  would  evidently  be  the  white  race, 
since  the  black  and  yellow  races  had  proved 
themselves  to  be  unprogressive.  But  which 
family  of  the  white  race  would  be  selected  to  do 
the  work  ? 

Were  we  to  institute  among  men  a  sort  of 
plebiscite  which  should  determine  what  race 
was  the  most  capable  of  assuring  justice, 
liberty,  and  universal  peace,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  patriotism  would  oblige  each  voter  to 
give  his  first  vote  to  his  own  race,  but  his 
second  vote  would  go  to  the  Anglo-Saxon. 
Cecil  Rhodes  never  doubted  that  for  an 
instant !  The  ideal  object  of  a  man  of  energy 
should  be  to  consecrate  himself,  as  God  evi- 
dently does,  to  the  triumph  in  the  struggle 
for  life  of  the  English-speaking  peoples. 

Curiously,  though  perhaps  inevitably,  Rhodes' 
dream  of  an  Imperialism  of  race  which  would 
introduce  an  Anglo-Saxon  peace  into  the  world, 
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drove  him  in  the  end  to  look  on  England  itself 
merely  as  an  historical  museum,  a  conservatory 
of  the  traditions  of  the  race,  a  little  family 
manor  piously  preserved  by  the  enterprise  of 
younger  sons  who  had  made  their  fortune  in 
the  great  world.  He  confided  the  execution 
of  his  wonderful  plan  to  the  United  States,  and 
asked  for  the  collaboration  of  the  Kaiser — whom 
he  recognised  at  first  sight  as  a  brother  !  He 
had  passed  in  fact  from  Anglo-Saxonism  to  pan- 
Germanism  in  the  larger  sense  of  the  word. 
Did  he  realise,  at  the  last,  M.  Seilliere  inquires, 
that  war  is  still  the  supreme  law  of  this  imperfect 
world  ?  Stead,  his  confessor,  had  to  seek  in  the 
revelations  of  Spiritism  a  world  more  generously 
disposed  than  that  of  the  living  to  the  generous 
illusions  of  mystical  morality. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  actual  dominions  of  the 
Kaiser  that  M.  Seilliere  finds  by  far  the  best 
field  for  his  study  of  the  fanatics  of  race.  He  has 
described  the  origins  and  history  of  the  mystical 
theory  of  pan-Germanism  in  a  comprehensive 
volume  on  the  Count  of  Gobineau,  and  in 
numerous  essays  and  introductions. 

Many  books  describing  schemes,  political  and 
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military,  for  the  advancement  of  German  power, 
exalting  German  culture,  and  "  defending  "  war 
as  "  an  instrument  of  policy  "  have  been  recently 
translated  into  English.  But  the  German  nation 
is  not  the  same  thing  as  the  Germanic  race ;  nor 
have  we  yet  appreciated  the  great  role  which  the 
race  idea  has  played  in  theoretical  conceptions  of 
Weltpolitik.  The  literary  suggestiveness  of  the 
idea  seems  to  be  inexhaustible.  M.  Seilliere 
leads  us  back  to  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  discovers  in  Leibnitz  the  first  artisan  of 
the  Germanism  which  was  at  first  a  national 
reaction  against  the  incessant  intervention  of 
French  arms  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Germany.* 
Klopstock,  Lessing,  and  Herder  developed  the 
theory,  which  was  given  a  new  and  powerful 
impulse  by  the  Napoleonic  campaigns  beyond 
the  Rhine,  and  blossomed  towards  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century  in  the  teaching  of 
Hegel,  Leo,  and  Gervinus.  This  last  scholar 
affirmed  outright  that  the  Germanic  race,  as 
the  direct  inheritor  of  the  classical  Greeks,  had 
given  to  the  world  the  sole  literature  worthy  of 
the  name  since  antiquity,  and  that  Christianity 

*  "  The  Count  of  Gobineau  and   Historical  Aryanism "  : 
Plon  Nourrit. 
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was  valueless  except  in  so  far  as  it  had  been 
transformed  by  the  genius  of  the  northern  races. 
Germany,  he  added,  only  awaited  the  arrival  of 
a  politician  of  genius  to  establish  her  material 
supremacy  over  the  civilised  world,  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  sceptre  of  which  she  already  held. 
Bismarck  quickly  responded  to  the  prophecy. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Merz,  in  his  book  on  Leibnitz,  has 
well  summed  up  the  beliefs  of  pre-Bismarckian 
Germany : 

"  The  civilisation  of  the  Christian  world  is 
an  inheritance  from  the  ancient ;  its  history 
forms  a  continuity  with  that  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  bearers  of  the  new  civilisation 
were  the  Teutonic  race  ;  the  transmitter  of  the 
ancient  civilisation  was  Rome.  The  Roman 
Church,  which  whilst  the  Empire  had  lost 
its  extent  and  its  temporal  sway,  still  held 
the  uniting  bond  through  the  new  faith, 
preserved  the  continuity  of  history,  and  aimed 
at  the  reinstitution  of  that  temporal  power 
that  had  been  lost.  The  Teutons  being  the 
conquerors  of  the  world  and  the  race  of  the 
future,  it  was  natural  that  the  Popes  in  Rome 
should  confer  on  them  the  honour  and  burden 
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of  re-establishing  the  Roman  Empire.  And 
among  the  different  Teutonic  nations  it 
naturally  fell  upon  that  which  had  most 
tenaciously  preserved  its  independence  in  the 
great  conflicts,  and  which,  while  other  nations 
had  been  either  overrun  or  scattered  in  aimless 
wanderings,  maintained  its  original  country. 
These  were  the  Germans  proper,  or  Franks, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  Gauls,  who  had 
been  completely  conquered  by  the  Romans, 
and  to  the  wandering  nations,  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  who  had  become  mixed  up  with  the 
peoples  of  southern  Europe." 

We  (the  French)  smiled,  says  M.  Seilliere. 
We  supposed  that  this  oft-defeated  people  had 
abandoned  itself  to  a  narcotic  intoxication  like 
the  unfortunates  who  find  reality  too  awful. 
Germany,  we  supposed,  had  only  to  regain  her 
proper  influence  in  the  European  concert,  and 
she  would  straightway  cast  off  the  obsessions  of 
a  doubtful  megalomania.  But  we  were  wrong. 
The  events  of  1866  and  1870  and  the  rise  of 
the  Prussian  hegemony  only  added  strength  to 
mystical  Germanism.  First  the  work  of  Gobineau 
was  annexed. 
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in 

The  Life  and  Work  of  Count  Arthur  de  Gobineau 

This  name  is  now  bandied  about  in  the  news- 
papers, and  should  sound  familiar  to  English 
ears,  but  of  Gobineau's  work  and  its  tendency 
the  vaguest  ideas  are  entertained.  He  has, 
indeed,  only  recently  gained  a  worthy  measure 
of  reputation  in  France  itself.  When  the  news 
reached  Paris  in  1898,  or  thereabouts,  that  a 
society,  composed  chiefly  of  learned  Germans, 
had  been  founded  at  Freiburg-ins-Breisgau  to 
publish,  edit,  and  propagate  the  writings  of  a 
deceased  French  diplomat,  it  occasioned  some 
considerable  surprise.  Eminent  writers  of  the 
Parisian  press  acquired  (not  without  difficulty) 
copies  of  the  Essay  on  the  Inequality  of  Human 
Races,  The  Renaissance,  and  the  History  of  Persia, 
and  were  startled  to  discover  what  a  provocative 
subject  of  literary  discussion  they  had  hitherto 
overlooked.  From  1900  onwards,  however,  the 
beliefs  of  Gobineau  have  been  ably  defined 
and  expounded  in  innumerable  French  critical 
studies  and  newspaper  articles.  Of  all  the 
apostles  of  the  Germanist  faith  Gobineau  has 
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had  the  most  curious  destiny,  he  is  also  the  most 
paradoxical  of  writers,  a  rare  dish,  as  M.  Seilliere 
puts  it,  for  gourmets  in  psychology,  the  subtle 
explorers  of  moral  romanticism,  and  I  shall 
therefore  dwell  upon  his  life  and  prophecies 
at  some  length.  Learned  Germany,  led  by  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Schemann,  does  not  actually 
claim  Gobineau  as  a  sharer  of  its  own  obsessions ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  "  Teutomania  "  has 
been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  scholarship  of 
this  Frenchman,  and  often  encouraged  on  its 
"  conquering  path."  * 

Montrant  la  chevelure  blonde 

Que  portaient  leur  ai'eux  dans  tous  les  coins  du  monde 
Paraissent  pour  regner  .  .  . 
Ce  qui  n'est  pas  Germain  est  cree  pour  servir. 

Whoever  is  not  a  German  is  meant  to  serve. 
Gobineau  always  abided  by  this  conviction ; 
but  who  are  the  Germans  ?  we  must  innocently 
inquire  with  Goethe. 

There  are  three  standpoints  from  which 
Gobineau  may  be  profitably  considered.  First, 
he  is  a  man  of  vast  and  rare  learning,  an  Orientalist 

t: 

*  See  the  Contemporary  Review  for  July,  1913,  the  article 
Count  Gobineau  :  Race-Mystic,  portions  of  which  are  here  re- 
printed by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Editors. 
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and  archaeologist.  Secondly,  in  certain  of  his 
books,  particularly  the  Renaissance,  he  appears 
to  be  a  kind  of  Nietzschean  moralist  (anticipat- 
ing Nietzsche,  whom  he  certainly  influenced). 
Thirdly,  he  offers  an  extreme  example  of  the 
race-mystic.  A  man  of  the  world  and  a  lover  of 
travel,  Gobineau  had  yet  time  to  cultivate  music 
and  sculpture,  to  write  novels  and  a  great  deal 
of  indifferent  verse  ;  his  astonishing  versatility 
caused  Prosper  Merimee  to  call  him  "  Three 
gentlemen  at  once."  Nearly  all  Gobineau's 
books,  however,  including  his  novels  and  verse, 
finally  resolve  themselves  into  a  discussion  upon 
race.  His  motto  was  "  Never  deviate,"  and 
even  his  views  on  French  foreign  policy  were 
determined  by  the  ethnological  preoccupations 
evident  in  his  youthful  masterpiece,  the  Essay  on 
Inequality. 

He  was  born  at  Ville  d'Avray,  on  the  I4th 
July,  1816.  The  family  was  Legitimist  in  politics, 
and  Catholic,  Arthur's  uncle,  Joseph  of  Gobineau, 
being  a  fanatic  of  these  faiths ;  his  father,  an 
officer  of  the  Royal  Guard,  had  followed  Louis 
•XVIII  into  exile.  It  appears  that  the  origins  of 
the  family,  although  reputable,  were  not  highly 
aristocratic  :  Arthur  then,  as  soon  as  he  per- 
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ceived  the  orientation  of  his  thought,  set  about 
like  many  another  romantic — race-mysticism,  as 
M.  Seilliere  has  shown,  being  merely  a  rami- 
fication of  the  romantic  movement — to  procure 
noble  ancestors  for  himself  at  all  costs.  It  must 
be  allowed  that  his  audacity  in  this  respect 
quite  outdid  that  of  Stendhal,  Nietzsche,  Villiers 
de  1'Isle  Adam,  and  Balzac.  In  the  remotest 
past  he  discovers  Odin,  god  of  the  Aryans,  Odin, 
from  whom  springs  the  royal  race  of  the  Ynglin- 
gas.  Ottar  Jarl,  a  Norwegian  pirate  and  a  son 
of  this  race,  establishes  himself  in  the  ninth 
century  at  Bray,  in  Normandy,  and  founds  the 
feudal  house  of  Gurnay  (to  which  our  author 
relates  the  well-known  English  family  of  Gurney), 
or  Gobineau.  Ottar's  home  had  previously 
been  situated  upon  one  of  the  rocky  islands  that 
border  the  Swedish  shore  of  the  Baltic — this  fact 
the  Count  learnt  quite  by  chance  during  the 
course  of  an  excursion  from  Stockholm.  "  I 
feel  it,"  he  said,  "  this  is  the  place  of  my  origin." 
The  history  of  the  house,  Ottar  Jarl :  Nor- 
wegian Pirate  and  his  Descendants,  was  published 
only  a  few  years  before  Gobineau's  death.  "  It 
is  a  romance,"  says  M.  Hallays,  "  set  in  the 
sumptuous  frame  of  Aryan  history."  Gobineau 
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had  guarded  himself  against  attacks  upon  the 
literal  accuracy  of  this  amazing  production. 
"  When  I  call  myself  the  son  of  a  King,"  says 
his  mouthpiece,  the  Englishman  in  the  novel 
Les  Pleiades,  "  what  do  I  mean  ?  That  my 
fathers  were  not  this  nor  that  ?  No  ;  a  hardy 
and  generous  temperament,  independence  of 
mind,  absolute  liberty  of  opinion — these  are 
the  proofs,  the  inalienable  privileges  of  noble 
origin  ;  you  cannot  mistake  them."  To  know 
oneself  to  be  of  this  mind  and  temperament  is 
to  be  assured  of  one's  high  origin,  whatever  the 
genealogists  may  say ;  the  "  noble  and  divine 
elements "  have  "  reappeared  in  one's  person 
after  having  been  long  disguised  and  veiled  by 
the  '  unworthy  marriages  of  many  generations.' 3 
Passages  like  these,  frequent  in  Gobineau's  later 
books,  have  reminded  many  critics  of  Nietzsche's 
famous  doctrine  of  the  Eternal  Return.  And 
Nietzsche,  like  Gobineau,  was  not  content  with 
a  mystical  affirmation  of  his  high  descent ;  but 
attempted  to  establish  on  documentary  evidence 
the  connection  of  his  people  with  a  noble  Polish 
family.  "  I  am  by  instinct,"  he  wrote  to  Brandes, 
"  a  brave  man,  a  sword-bearer."  The  pedigree 
had  no  existence,  in  fact ;  this  was  an  old  wives' 
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tale  with  which  Madame  Nietzsche,  the  widow 
of  a  Lutheran  pastor,  used  to  amuse  the  children. 
There  was  more  excuse  for  Gobineau's  excursion 
into  the  realms  of  genealogy.  The  History  of 
Ottar  Jarl  and  the  Essay  on  the  Inequality  oj 
Human  Races  are,  in  effect,  parts  of  an  uncom- 
pleted trilogy.  "  Having  in  his  youth,"  says  M. 
Seilliere,  "  written  the  mystical  history  of  the 
Aryan-German  group,  and  in  his  riper  years  the 
imaginary  chronicle  of  the  Gurnay-Gobineau 
family,  Gobineau  dreamt  at  the  last  of  another 
eminent  creation  of  the  Divinity — himself  the 
incomparable  artist." 

But  before  dealing  with  the  "  mystical  history 
of  the  Aryan-German  group,"  the  Essay  on 
Inequality,  let  me  touch  briefly  on  the  facts 
of  Gobineau's  career.  After  having  settled  in 
Paris  in  1835,  our  author  began  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  his  extraordinary  scholarship.  A  study 
of  the  Greek  statesman,  Capodistrias,  appeared 
under  his  name  in  the  Revue  des  Deux  Monies 
for  April  1 5th,  1841.  This,  his  first  important 
piece  of  writing,  is  still  topical  enough.  Gobineau 
had  great  sympathy  for  the  then  "  youngest  of 
the  nations,"  and  believed  that  the  most  im- 
portant role  in  South-Eastern  Europe  would  be 


Count  Arthur  de  Gobineau      27 

played  by  the  Greeks,  the  depositaries  of  Christian 
civilisation  in  that  part  of  the  world.  In  an 
essay  on  the  Kingdom  of  the  Greeks,  dated  1878, 
he  reaffirmed  this  conviction.  He  wished  the 
Greeks  to  act  as  a  protecting  barrier  against 
Asiaticism  and  the  forces  of  pan-Slavism.  "  Some 
people,"  he  remarks,  "  believe  that  one  race  is 
as  good  as  another.  But  in  the  East,  at  all  events, 
it  is  a  self-evident  axiom  that  races  are  unequal 
in  capacity,  in  activity,  in  practical  usefulness." 
The  Greeks,  then,  were  superior  to  the  Bulgarians, 
Bosnians,  and  Roumanians,  if  not  in  morals  (which 
characteristically  he  leaves  out  of  consideration), 
in  intellect  and  industry ;  and,  writing  after  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  he  warned  British  statesmen 
lest  their  policy  should  throw  this  talented  nation 
into  the  arms  of  Russia. 

In  1846  Gobineau  married  the  daughter  of  an 
influential  Parisian  family,  the  de  Monnerots, 
and  was  brought  into  contact  with  the  circle  of 
Alexis  de  Tocqueville,  the  French  Foreign 
Minister,  who  launched  him  upon  the  career  of 
a  diplomat.  "  There  is  no  life,"  he  had  said, 
"  more  desirable  than  that  of  the  man  who  can 
travel  and  knows  the  history  of  the  countries 
which  he  visits."  His  own  life,  his  gloomy 
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philosophy  notwithstanding,  was,  from  now 
onwards  to  1870,  fortunate  and  happy  above 
most.  He  was  successively  a  member  of  the 
French  Legations  at  Berne,  Hanover,  and  Frank- 
fort. In  1854  he  accompanied  a  Mission  to 
Teheran,  an  experience  to  which  we  owe  the 
Three  Tears  in  Asia  and  the  Religions  and 
Philosophies  of  Central  Asia.  It  was  in  Teheran 
that  Gobineau's  books  were  first  recommended 
to  the  present  writer  ;  Persian  gentlemen  and 
scholars  have  not  forgotten  their  old  French 
friend.*  And,  indeed,  he  turned  his  sojourn  in 
the  Shah's  Empire  to  great  profit.  He  acquired 

*  The  Religions  and  Philosophies  contains  one  of  the  earliest 
and  best  accounts  of  the  Bahaist  doctrine  of  life  and  conduct. 
Bahaism  has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  in  England  and 
America — its  leader  was  recently  among  us — but  its  most 
valuable  work  has  been  and  will  be  done  in  the  Moslem  world. 
Gobineau's  admiration  for  the  Greeks  has  been  mentioned.  As 
an  historian  of  antiquity,  however,  he  always  exalted  the  Iranian 
above  the  Hellene.  The  opening  chapters  of  the  History  of 
Persia  read  like  a  fairy  tale,  but  are  full  of  tender,  passionate 
poetry.  When  we  reach  his  account  of  the  Greek  and  Persian 
wars,  we  perceive  that  the  old  Iranians  were,  what  the  Greeks 
were  not,  a  loyal  and  generous  race.  Greek  history  he  says  in  a 
famous  phrase,  is  the  most  elaborate  fiction  of  the  most  artistic  of 
peoples.  Modern  scholars  like  Dr.  MahfFay  now  agree  that 
Marathon  was  an  unimportant  skirmish.  Gobineau  advanced 
other  equally  daring  historical  opinions  which  have  since  been 
verified. 
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the  language  and  literature,  and  a  vast  amount 
of  Iranian  lore,  both  rare  and  popular.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  he  loved  Persia  and  the  Persians ; 
he  could  excuse  all  their  faults  in  the  most 
charming  and  witty  manner ;  and  yet  this 
people,  as  he  well  knew,  was  no  longer  Iranian, 
or  Aryan,  but  a  hotch-potch  of  all  the  races. 
Without  forgetting  Loti's  Vers  Ispahan,  one 
may  say  that  the  Three  Tears  in  Asia  is  the 
wisest,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  sym- 
pathetic, of  all  books  of  Persian  travel.  "  I  am 
deep  in  your  Three  Tears  in  Asia"  wrote  M.  de 
Prockesh,  Metternich's  protege.  "  It  is  a  long 
time  since  I  have  tasted  anything  so  fresh. 
A  promenade  beneath  the  sycamores  of  Schonbra ! 
A  walk  across  a  prairie  strewn  with  flowers !  "  In 
1859  Gobineau  voyaged  to  Newfoundland,  to 
negotiate  in  the  fisheries  dispute,  and  in  1861  he 
returned  to  Persia  as  Minister-Plenipotentiary. 
1864  found  him  at  Athens  (where  he  wrote  the 
History  of  Persia)  ;  1868  at  Rib  de  Janeiro. 
How  different  were  these  Southern  American 
States  from  beloved  Persia  !  "  Unpublished 
countries,"  he  called  them.  But  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro  he  made  a  great  friendship  with  another 
son  of  Asgard,  the  Hapsburg  Dom  Pedro  of 
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Brazil,  whom  he  always  regarded  as  the  supreme 
type  of  the  Aryan.  During  the  Franco-Prussian 
War  we  find  him  occupying  the  castle  of  Troye- 
en-Vexin,  six  miles  from  Gournay,  in  the  county 
of  Bray,  in  Normandy.  Here  Ottar  Jarl  had 
once  ruled  as  feudal  lord.  Gobineau,  so  strong 
was  his  sentiment,  bought  the  place  with  a 
legacy  from  his  uncle  Joseph.  The  humiliation 
of  France — although  foreseen  by  him — all  but 
broke  his  heart.  In  1872  he  was  sent  to  Stock- 
holm. It  was  his  final  post.  In  1877  he  was 
compulsorily  retired  from  the  diplomatic  service, 
his  high  autocratic  ways  having  brought  him  into 
collision  with  the  new  regime.  A  close  intimacy 
with  Richard  Wagner  distinguished  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  which  were  spent  in  travelling 
and  working  at  sculpture.  He  died  suddenly 
in  1882,  whilst  in  Italy. 

The  Essay,  which  is  dedicated  to  George  V, 
King  of  Hanover,  states  that  "  in  the  beginning  " 
the  human  races  were  three — the  black,  the  white, 
and  the  yellow.  Some  awful  cataclysm  of  Nature 
may  have  produced  those  differentiations ;  but 
to  our  knowledge  neither  climate  nor  environ- 
ment is  responsible  for  the  actual  distinctions 
which  we  perceive  before  us  and  in  history. 
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The  Aryan,  or  white  race  (whose  original  home 
was  the  high  plateau  of  Central  Asia),  has  proved 
itself  immeasurably  superior  to  the  black  and 
yellow  varieties,  not,  it  is  important  to  note,  in 
the  moral  qualities  themselves,  but  in  a  greater 
foreknowledge  of  those  principles  from  which  the 
moral  qualities  flow ;  *  and  to-day  the  actual 
strength  of  a  people  depends  upon  the  amount 
of  Aryan  blood  which  it  has  been  able  to  preserve 
in  spite  of  misalliances. 

Race  is  everything,  as  Sidonia  says  in  Disraeli's 
Coningsby,  there  is  no  other  truth.  The  mortal 
state  of  civilisations  and  of  societies  results  from 
a  general  and  common  cause ;  but  neither 
fanaticism,  luxury,  irreligion,  nor  immorality 
necessarily  leads  a  state  to  ruin — a  truth,  wrote 
Prosper  Merimee  to  the  author,  most  unpalatable 
to  these  hypocritical  times — nor  have  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  Governments  any  influence  upon 
the  longevity  of  peoples.  The  word  degeneration, 
applied  to  a  people,  signifies  that  this  people  has 
lost,  as  a  consequence  of  miscegenation,  its 
purity  of  race. 

*  "The  Aryan,  if  not  always  the  best  of  men  from  the 
point  of  view  of  moral  practice,  is  always  the  most  enlightened 
in  regard  to  the  intrinsic  moral  value  of  the  acts  which  he 
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Here,  then,  are  some  of  the  propositions  which 
the  Essay  seeks  to  establish : 

The  mortal  state  of  civilisations  and  of  societies 
results  from  a  general  and  common  cause. 

Neither  fanaticism,  luxury,  immorality,  nor 
irreligion  necessarily  hasten  the  downfall  of 
society. 

Differences  of  climate,  surroundings,  and  tem- 
poral circumstances  are  powerless  to  change 
or  bridle  the  genius  of  a  race.* 

The  relative  merits  of  Governments  have  no 
influence  on  the  longevity  of  peoples. 

Race  inequality  is  not  the  result  of  institutions. 

Ethnical  differences  are  permanent. 

Christianity  neither  creates  nor  transforms 
the  civilising  aptitudes  of  peoples. 

Gobineau  realised  that  he  had  outraged  all 
the  liberal  and  humanitarian  tendencies  of  his 
epoch.  "  We  must  respect,"  he  wrote  in  the 
preface  to  the  second  edition  of  his  book,  "  the 
prehistorical  congresses  and  their  amusements. 
The  taste  for  them  will  disappear  when  such 

*  "  I  have  compared  the  races,  1  have  chosen  one  among 
the  best  of  them,  and  I  have  written  the  History  of  the  Persians, 
in  order  to  show  by  the  example  of  the  most  isolated  of  Aryan 
nations  that  differences  of  climate,  surroundings,  and  temporal 
circumstances  cannot  change  or  bridle  the  genius  of  a  race." 
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excesses  have  been  driven  to  even  greater  limits, 
and  when  disgusted  minds  reduce  all  their  follies 
to  nothing."  When  this  indispensable  reform 
took  place  Professor  Haeckel  would  be  put  in  his 
proper  place.  Science  was  far  too  democratic 
for  Gobineau's  taste. 

He  numbered  the  great  human  civilisations 
as  seven  ;  all  were  issue  of  the  initiative  of  the 
white  race. 

1.  The  Indian  civilisation.     Its  hearth  was  found 

in  a  branch  of  the  white  Aryan  nation. 

2.  The    Egyptians,    round    whom    rallied    the 

Ethiopians,  the  Nubians  and  some  small 
peoples  inhabiting  the  west  of  the  oasis  of 
Ammon.  An  Aryan  colony  from  India 
established  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Nile 
created  this  society. 

3.  The  Assyrians,  whom  we  attach  to  the  Jews, 

Carthaginians,  and  Phoenicians ;  they  owed 
their  social  intelligence  to  the  great  white 
invasions  with  which  were  associated  the 
names  of  Ham  and  Shem. 

4.  The  Greek  civilisation  was  issue  of  the  same 

Aryan  stock,  modified  by  Semitic  elements. 
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5.  The  ancient  civilisation  of  the  Italian  penin- 

sula where  Roman  culture  arose  was  a  mosaic 
of  Celts,  Iberians,  Aryans,  and  Semites. 

6.  An    Aryan    colony   brought    social   light   to 

China. 

7.  The  Germanic  races  transformed  in  the  fifth 

century  the  genius  of  the  Occident.    They 
were  Aryans. 

Gobineau  admits  that  black  and  yellow  blood 
have  made  certain  contributions  to  the  sum  of 
human  achievement ;  indeed,  he  makes  this 
surprising  admission — namely,  that  both  Com- 
merce and  Art  must  be  attributed  to  the  "  poison 
of  mixture."  Thus  the  commercial  instinct  in  a 
people  may  be  traced  to  some  Finnish  contact, 
the  artistic  instinct  is  Ethiopian  !  It  follows 
that  Greek  sculpture  and  poetry  were  symptoms 
of  decadence  !  Gobineau  seldom  hesitates  to 
press  his  argument  to  its  logical  conclusion. 

His  view  of  the  future  of  Europe  was  necessarily 
hopeless.  Though  a  patriotic  Frenchman,  he 
was  very  severe,  the  Comte  de  Basterot*  tells  us, 

*  Author  of  the  introduction  to  the  second  edition  of  the  Essay. 
He  died  recently  in  Ireland. 
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upon  the  Latin  races.  He  could  not  bear  the 
contact  of  their  wordy  charlatanism.  Towards 
the  end  of  his  life  he  believed  that  his  prophecies 
had  been  realised  ;  but  "  he  did  not  congratulate 
himself  on  his  divination,"  but  was  filled  with 
sorrow  and  disgust  by  the  "  terrible  rapidity  of 
the  decadence."  The  last  fortresses  of  Aryan 
institutions  had  been  attacked,  and  England 
herself  was  being  rushed  into  ruin,  "  to  the 
sonorous  noise  of  the  crude  phrases  of  her 
criminal  rhetoricians."  The  rise  of  Prussia 
offered  no  consolation,  for  Prussia  at  core  was 
even  less  Germanic  than  Austria.  In  short,  the 
Aryans  were  fighting  a  losing  battle  everywhere 
in  Europe,  and  the  triumph  of  the  Roman 
"  chaos "  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  no  State 
could  prevent  it.  Such  force  as  remained  to  the 
Aryans  was  chiefly  found,  not  in  any  single 
country,  but  in  a  series  of  territories  embraced 
by  an  ideal  contour  enclosing  Denmark  and 
Hanover,  descending  the  Rhine  to  Baden,  taking 
in  Alsace  and  Upper  Lorraine,  then  following  the 
course  of  the  Seine  to  its  mouth,  with  Great 
Britain  as  an  enclave. 

His  first  definitions  of  the  character  of  the 
three    primitive    races    lack    originality.      The 
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black  is  a  creature  of  passion,  of  strong  will,  of 
limited  intellect.  The  yellow  man  is  the  antithesis 
of  this  type,  for  he  has  little  physical  vigour,  and 
his  desires  are  feeble.  The  Aryan  possesses 
reflective  energy,  or,  to  be  more  precise,  an 
energetic  mind,  combined  with  a  sense  of  the 
practical :  he  alone  can  combine  order  and 
liberty.  In  other  words,  whereas  the  black  is 
dominated  by  mere  brute  energy,  and  the  yellow 
man  by  a  mere  sense  of  the  practical,  the  Aryan 
represents  the  juste  milieu.  In  later  chapters 
of  the  Essay,  touching  again  the  distinctive  marks 
of  the  Aryan,  Gobineau  is  more  suggestive. 
"  One  of  the  first  considerations,"  he  writes, 
"  to  which  the  aspect  of  the  Germanic  (Aryan- 
German)  world  gives  rise,  is  that  the  individual 
in  it  counts  for  so  much,  and  the  nation  for  so 
little.  One  perceives  the  individual  before  see- 
ing the  associated  mass,  a  fundamental  circum- 
stance, which  must  excite  all  the  more  interest 
if  one  troubles  to  compare  it  with  the  spectacle 
offered  by  the  aggregations  of  half-breeds, 
Semitic,  Hellenic,  Latin,  Celtic,  or  Slavonic." 

(It  is  evident  that  Gobineau  would  have  had 
little  sympathy  with  a  Prussian  patriotism  founded 
on  Bernhardist  doctrines,  the  total  subordination 
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of  the  individual  to  the  State,  which  is  the  yellow 
man's  ideal.  However,  in  speaking  of  the  Aryan 
idea  of  religion,  he  anticipates,  as  we  shall  see, 
Mr.  Houston  Chamberlain  and  several  others  of 
V  the  modern  theorists  of  Germanism ;  we  are  told, 
for  instance,  that  anthropomorphism  is  totally 
strange  to  the  native  notions  of  the  noble  race. 

Sometimes  one  might  be  reading  J.  J.  Rousseau 
and  the  praise  of  "  Nature."  Not  that  the  ideal 
Aryan  is  a  savage  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  the 
gifts  that  govern  men,  poise  and  a  capacity  of 
reconciling  liberty  with  order.  There  is  a  de- 
lightful passage  in  the  History  of  Persia,  where 
Gobineau,  in  the  course  of  defending  the  primi- 
tive Iranians,  meets  the  charge  of  indolence  and 
uselessness  commonly  brought  against  European 
aristocracies.  The  only  fraction  of  humanity, 
he  retorts,  that  does  not  regard  work  as  a  shame 
and  a  chastisement  is  the  Aryan,  and  consequently 
the  sons  of  this  race  are  particular  as  to  the  kind 
oj  work  in  which  they  engage.  Thus  every  gentle- 
man in  Western  Europe  has  received  a  prejudice 
from  his  ancestors  against  trade.  But  the 
remaining  fractions  of  humanity,  regarding  work 
as  a  punishment  from  Heaven,  are  ready  to  apply 
their  activities  to  any  and  every  form  of  it ! 
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It  is,  of  course,  a  familiar  belief  that  the 
inferior  race  exercises  an  unaccountable  but 
irresistible  sexual  attraction  upon  the  superior, 
the  corollary  being  that  race  degeneration  is 
inevitable.  To-day,  says  Gobineau,  the  con- 
fusion is  all  but  complete.  The  barbarian 
invaders  of  Europe  were  the  last  of  the  Aryans. 
They  achieved  the  discovery  of  the  globe.  Their 
task  is  now  over  ;  the  amalgam  will  continue  at 
their  expense  and  accentuate  their  decadence. 
The  age  of  Heroes,  in  which  crossings  were 
moderate  in  strength  and  number,  succeeded 
the  age  of  the  Gods  when  the  white  species 
was  absolutely  pure  ;  there  followed  the  age  of 
nobilities — the  German  or  European  epoch. 
We  are  now  about  to  reach  the  age  of  definitive 
equality,  definitive  unity. 

Whence,  asks  Gobineau,  do  our  modern  revo- 
lutions proceed  ?  He  answers,  "  From  the 
adulteration  of  German  blood  "  ;  the  adultera- 
tion of  Iranian  blood  in  ancient  Persia  had  like 
effects.  Whither  do  they  lead  ?  To-day,  to  the 
complete  destruction  of  humanity,  since  in  the 
German  was  contained  the  last  reserve  of  Aryan 
power  and  energy.  "  The  earth  falls  asunder, 
being  old." 
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All  the  aristocracies  of  Western  and  Central 
Europe  are  Aryan-German  in  origin,  and  the 
Aryans  alone  have  understood  the  meaning  of 
the  word  liberty.  The  bas-fonds  of  society, 
which  in  the  north  is  Finnish  or  Celto-Finnish 
(it  descends  from  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
Europe),  and  in  the  south  is  Semitic,  or  even 
negroid,  has  for  its  ideal  the  absolutism  of  the 
State.  For  democracy  and  tyranny  are  convertible 
terms.  But  in  the  British  constitution  Gobineau 
discerned  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the 
Aryan-German.  That  constitution  has  now  been 
assaulted  by  the  revolutionists  of  low  breed,  after 
having  long  preserved,  as  an  English  contemporary 
of  Gobineau  puts  it,  "  the  freedom  of  the  few  ; 
that  in  our  free  land  are  indeed  the  free."  *  So 
the  causes  of  Freedom,  Germanism,  and  Con- 
servatism stand,  or  rather  fall,  together. 

But  it  is  a  paradoxical  philosophy  that  dis- 
engages itself  from  the  finely  written  pages  at 

*  Coventry  Patmore.  See  the  poem  entitled  "  1 867,"  on 
Disraeli's  Reform  Bill. 

The  year  of  the  great  crime, 

When  the  false  English  nobles  and  their  Jew 

By  God  demented  slew 

The  trust  they  stood,  thrice  pledged,  to  keep  from  wrong. 
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the  close  of  the  Essay  in  which  Gobineau  sum- 
marises his  conclusions.  The  pessimism  seems 
at  first  sight  to  be  complete  and  final.  Gobineau 
has  affirmed  the  irremediable  decay  of  humanity 
in  face  of  the  Absolute.  And  yet — so  he  says 
in  these  last  passages — without  the  primary 
sexual  error  which  led  to  the  confusion  of 
races,  humanity  would  be  left  without  a  pur- 
pose, whereas  now  a  supreme  unity  has  become 
the  end  of  our  labourings  and  sufferings,  our 
pleasures  and  our  triumphs.  "  Tout  cela  nait " 
— he  says,  referring  to  the  results  of  the  Imperial 
mission  of  the  Aryan  race- — "  four  rapprocber 
les  varietes" 

"  Can  you  not  rise  above  such  a  contradiction 
as  that  ?  ?:  inquired  a  German  friend,  the 
Princess  of  Wittgenstein.  "  You  a  son  of  gods 
and  heroes  ?  Your  book  infers  a  sort  of  pro- 
gressive annihilation  of  the  human  species  which 
sadly  resembles  the  end  of  the  world  as  awaited 
by  the  Buddhists.  .  .  ."  The  German  princess 
found  herself  in  a  predicament  similar  to  that 
of  Hotz,  an  American  slave-owner,  who  wished 
to  arrange  for  a  translation  of  the  book  into 
English,  but  found  that  whilst  his  political 
friends  were  charmed  with  Gobineau' s  exposition 
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of  the  essential  inequality  of  races,  they  would 
not  tolerate  his  capital  idea  of  the  future  degenera- 
tion of  humanity  as  a  whole.  "  Our  friends  the 
Americans  think  that  I  am  encouraging  them  to 
lynch  their  negroes, -but  they  cannot  abide  that 
part  of  my  book  which  really  concerns  them," 
remarked  Gobineau,  a  propos  of  Hotz's  proposal 
to  publish  an  expurgated  edition.  Renan  and 
de  Tocqueville  admired  the  book,  but  they 
warned  Gobineau  that  his  ideas  would  have 
little  vogue  in  France.  "  At  best,"  added  de 
Tocqueville,  "  your  fame  will  be  an  echo  from 
across  the  Rhine."  Gobineau,  however,  would 
no  more  "  deviate  "  for  the  sake  of  his  readers 
among  the  Imperialists  of  Germany  than  for  the 
sake  of  his  readers  among  the  slave-owners  of  the 
/  States.  And  he  hated  the  Prussian  hegemony, 
not  merely  from  his  point  of  view  of  a  French 
patriot,  but  from  his  point  of  view  of  a  Ger- 
manist  philosopher.  "  Germany  "  was  not  Ger- 
man. The  modern  Empire,  he  held,  was  the 
achievement  of  non-Germanic  elements.  Many 
years  later  Nietzsche,  eager  to  defame  his  country- 
men, read  the  Essay  with  delight,  and  stated 
(without,  however,  naming  Gobineau  as  his 
authority)  that  it  was  the  "  pre-Aryan  who  had 
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made  himself  felt  in  these  places  " — namely,  in 
Prussia  and  in  Central  Europe.  The  "  free  race," 
the  race  of  the  Aryans,  the  race  of  gentlemen,  was 
physiologically  succumbing. 

With  Schopenhauer,  Wagner,  Nietzsche,  and 
Houston  Chamberlain  for  admirers,  it  is  not  at 
all  surprising  that  Gobineau  did,  nevertheless, 
achieve  a  great  measure  of  fame  across  the  Rhine. 
In  the  eyes  of  many  pan-Germans  he  is  a 
prophet,  in  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  annex, 
on  behalf  of  race  mysticism,  the  discoveries  of 
Sir  William  Jones,  Humboldt,  and  others,  in  the 
field  of  Indology,  and  so  to  enlarge  the  German 
epic.  It  was,  as  M.  Seilliere  says,  in  the  pages  of 
the  Essay  that  a  theory  of  historical  Aryanism 
first  emerged  "fully  armed  and  systematised " ; 
therefore — to  quote  Dr.  Schemann — all  good 
Germans  must  regard  the  author  as  "  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  men  of  his  century,  one  of 
the  greatest  of  God-inspired  heroes,  saviours,  and 
liberators  sent  by  him  across  the  ages."  It  was 
this  Dr.  Schemann  who,  after  Wagner's  death, 
continued  his  enthusiastic  propaganda  on  the 
Count's  behalf  and  founded  in  1894  the  Gobineau- 
Vereinigung  at  Freiburg. 

The    object    of    the    society    was    to    spread 
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throughout  the  world  the  work  and  ideas  of 
Gobineau,  then  twelve  years  dead.  As  an 
enthusiastic  disciple  of  Richard  Wagner,  Dr. 
Schemann  thought  that  he  was  fulfilling  the 
supreme  desire  of  his  master  in  devoting  himself 
to  this  labour.  Wagner  had  met  Gobineau  in 
1876  in  Italy,  and  the  two  men  were  mutually 
attracted.  "  Never,"  says  M.  Seilliere,  "  did  the 
Frenchman  appear  in  a  more  seductive  aspect 
than  at  the  evening  of  his  life,  when,  having 
abandoned  literary  work  on  account  of  the  state 
of  his  eyesight,  he  lavished  in  conversation  the 
treasures  of  his  experience  as  a  scholar  and 
traveller  with  an  almost  Southern  verve.  .  .  .  Thus 
he  appeared  in  the  Wagnerian  circle  like  a  fan- 
tastic and  fugitive  comet."  Wagner  and 
Gobineau  thought  they  shared  common  aristo- 
cratic convictions  and  a  common  aesthetic  ideal ; 
in  the  Bayreuther  Blaetter,  his  official  journal,  the 
great  musician  "  who  considered  himself  an  even 
greater  philosopher,"  recommended  his  disciples 
to  study  the  genial  work  of  the  Frenchman. 

"This  appeal  to  German  opinion  had  its 
echo.  Nietzsche  heard  it  in  his  mountainous 
retreat,  although  all  intellectual  currents  that 
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came  from  Wahnfried — that  poisonous  source 
of  Christian  mysticism — then  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  vehicles  of  sickness  and  of  death. 
Heinrich  Von  Stein,  the  tutor  of  Siegfried 
Wagner,  entered  Gobineau's  school,  and  actually 
borrowed  the  literary  form  of  his  later  writings ; 
and  then  Mr.  Houston  Stewart  Chamberlain, 
the  biographer  and  son-in-law  to  Wagner, 
accepted  the  same  influence."  * 

In  his  Religion  and  Art  and  his  Heroism  and 
Christianity  Wagner  gratefully  acknowledged 
many  of  the  arguments  of  the  Essay.  But  whilst 
he  accepted  Gobineau's  view  of  an  initial  error 
on  the  part  of  humanity,  he  held  that  a  spiritual 
regeneration  at  least  was  possible,  and  suggested 
remedies  of  his  own  for  the  "  poison  of  c  mixture  ' 
— namely  Wagnerian  Christianity  and  Wag- 
nerian  art !  M.  Seilliere  fancies  that  Wagnerism 
is  really  the  antithesis  of  Gobinism,  and  that 
the  two  thinkers  were  thoroughly  at  cross  pur- 
poses. Gobineau's  true  affinity,  according  to 
M.  Seilliere,  was  with  Friedrich  Nietzsche, 

*  See  M.  Seilliere's  essays  on  Gobineau  in  his  Introduction  to 
the  Philosophy  of  Imperialism,  "  An  Imperialist  in  spite  of  Him- 
self" and  "The  Posthumous  Fame  of  the  Count  of  Gobineau." 
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Wagner's  old  protege,  witness  the  way  in  which 
the  Count  used  to  flutter  the  Schopenhauerian 
dovecots  of  Bayreuth  by  roundly  attacking  the 
Buddhistic  doctrine  of  pity  and  renunciation, 
and  declaring  that  "  to  prefer  the  poor  to  the 
rich,  the  sick  to  the  strong,  the  foolish  to  the 
wise,"  was  an  "  error  of  the  first  magnitude."  It 
seems,  however,  that  one  must  distinguish  to 
some  extent  between  Gobineau,  the  historian 
and  politician,  and  Gobineau,  the  philosopher. 
Gobineau,  the  philosopher — as  in  the  closing 
pages  of  the  Essay — says,  "  Tout  cela  nait  pour 
rapprocher  les  varietes"  appears  with  Schopen- 
hauer and  Wagner  to  recommend  a  conversion  of 
the  will,  puts  the  heroism  of  the  saint  above  that 
of  the  warrior,  and  suggests  that  the  Aryan's 
final  conquest  will  be  the  conquest  of  self.  When, 
on  the  other  hand,  our  author  writes  history  or 
talks  politics,  he  exalts  the  white  man's  energy, 
firmness  of  judgment,  even  his  most  unscrupulous 
Imperialism.  Christianity,  he  declares,  has  no 
effect  on  the  motives  and  acts  of  men — a  strange 
opinion  for  a  good  Catholic  to  hold.  There  is  a 
scene  in  the  Renaissance,  in  which  Pope  Alexander 
VI  justifies  Caesar  Borgia  before  his  sister  Lu- 
crecia  ;  it  might  be  the  later  Nietzsche  who  is 
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speaking.  Similarly,  the  pages  of  the  Essay 
continually  exalt  the  white  man's  lust  for  do- 
minion, and  even  excuse  the  more  cruel  mani- 
festations of  the  will  to  power. 

The  Gobineau-Fereinigung  at  Freiburg-ins- 
Breisgau  has  had  a  considerable  success.  It 
has  reprinted  in  French  and  translated  into 
German  the  principal  works  of  the  Count.  A 
few  French  Nationalists  have  combined  with  the 
pan-Germans  to  honour  a  compatriot's  memory. 
M.  Andre  Hallays,  M.  Robert  Dreyfus,  Count 
Basterot,  M.  Paul  Bourget,  Max  Miiller  are 
among  those  who  have  felt  his  charm.  M. 
Dreyfus'  book,*  composed  of  selections  from 
a  series  of  lectures  delivered  in  1905,  displays 
Gobineau  as  an  aristocratic  moralist,  a  quality 
which  M.  Seilliere  certainly  does  not  deny  him, 
though  he  doubts  if  the  definition  is  sufficiently 
comprehensive. 

"  I  estimate,  in  short,  that  led  by  the  love  of 
power  formerly  analysed  by  Hobbes,  or  by  the 
will  to  power  recently  stated  by  Nietzsche,  each 
of  us  is  revealed  as  the  more  or  less  conscious 
adherent  of  an  aristocratic  morality,  which  at 
*  The  Life  and  Prophecies  of  Gobineau. 
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first  affirms  and  is  then  occupied  with  confirm- 
ing for  the  future  the  pre-eminence  and  the 
priority  with  which  man  tends  instinctively  to 
identify  his  own  person  or  his  own  race.  For 
the  rest,  whether  he  be  a  gentleman  or  a 
bourgeois,  an  agriculturalist  or  a  member  of 
the  proletariat,  his  disposition  does  not  alter  ; 
even  the  humanitarian  moralist  (that  is,  if  he 
be  sincere  and  follow  his  doctrine  to  its  logical 
conclusion)  considers  humanity  as  an  aris- 
tocracy endowed  with  rights  over  other  beings 
in  Nature.  This  aristocratic  morality  neces- 
sarily presents  shades  of  infinite  diversity 
according  to  the  character,  the  specific  qualities, 
and  the  particular  ambitions  of  the  individual 
or  groups  in  question  .  .  .  men  of  genius  are 
able,  better  than  others,  to  draw  up  a  chart 
which  affirms  their  right  of  domination  by 
right  divine,  show  more  skill  in  presenting  it 
in  the  specious  dress  of  poetry,  and  the  most 
influential  philosophies  or  sociologies  are 
nothing  but  personal  theories  of  a  kind  the 
form  of  which  was  chosen  with  unusual  skill. 

"  Gobineau  for  his  part  never  ceased  to 
consider — if  not  his  original  country,  the 
political  tendencies  of  which  menaced  his 
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birthright — at  least  the  ethnical  group  to 
which  he  thought  he  belonged  (that  of  the 
Germans),  and,  even  more  readily,  his  family 
(Norman  or  Gascon),  and  finally  and  above  all, 
his  own  person,  that  of  an  incomparable  artist, 
as  the  most  eminent  creations  of  Divinity." 

M.  Seilliere  doubts  if  the  Gobinist  move- 
ment in  France  is  likely  to  increase  in  vigour.  In 
France  the  adepts  of  aesthetic  mysticism  are  more 
numerous  than  those  of  race-mysticism,  and 
therefore  the  lot  of  Stendhal — who  was  also  for 
a  long  time  unknown  in  his  own  country — is  not 
likely  to  be  that  of  Gobineau.  For  Stendhal 
"  the  sign  of  election  was  merely  an  instinctive 
obedience  to  the  passion  of  the  moment,  provided 
that  the  expression  of  this  instinct,  however  anti- 
social it  might  be,  had  a  certain  artistic  varnish." 
Gobineau,  on  the  other  hand,  was  driven  to 
stoicism  by  his  cult  of  the  "  strong  races," 
capable  of  allying  a  fruitful  discipline  to  the 
suggestions  of  individualism,  and  his  teachings 
will  be  therefore  less  agreeable  to  the  average 
sensual  man. 
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IV 

The  Metaphysics  of  Germanism 

"  The  conquerors,"  Gobineau  had  said,  "  were 
conquered  by  their  own  weakness.  Their  rigid 
caste  rules  were  an  insufficient  barrier  against 
the  sensual  impulses  of  individuals ;  the  masters 
lowered  themselves  in  marriage,  whilst  raising 
to  the  same  degree  the  value  of  their  former 
slaves."  This  idea  is  common  to  nearly  all  the 
theorists  of  race,  and  [once  it  is  assumed  that 
the  white  race  possessed  a  God-given  superiority] 
leads  quickly  to  pessimism.  To  Gobineau  history 
is  a  poor  thing  enough,  since  he  believes  that  we 
should  have  had  no  history  but  for  the  original 
sexual  error  of  the  Aryans.  He  would  scarcely 
have  quarrelled  with  those  contemporary  writers, 
democrats,  like  M.  Jean  Finot,  author  of  Race 
Prejudices,  who — with  an  eye  on  the  Germans — 
tell  us  that  physical  anthropology  and  race 
psychology  have  no  practical  importance  now. 
The  fact  is  that  races  have  hopelessly  mixed  ! 
True,  the  European  can  be  distinguished 
physically  from  the  nigger  ;  it  is  a  question  of 
tissues  ;  the  black  man  is  a  "  potassic,"  in  the 
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white  man  the  silica  dominates.  But  in  Europe 
how  shall  we  talk  any  longer  of  Teutons,  Slavs, 
Latins,  Anglo-Saxons  ?  Such  conceptions  cor- 
respond neither  to  biological  nor  to  psychological 
realities.  Dr.  Woltmann,  a  famous  scholar  of  the 
Germanist  school,  ran  through  Europe  in  the 
hope  that,  by  an  examination  of  skulls,  com- 
plexions, and  noses  in  various  districts,  he  might 
discover  among  the  white  nations  the  authentic 
representatives  of  the  Aryan-German  race.  The 
results  obtained  were  incoherent,  M.  Jean 
Finot  exclaims  triumphantly.  "  Exactly  as  I 
expected,"  Gobineau  would  have  replied.  "  But 
whereas  you  as  a  democrat  are  charmed  that 
Europe  is  tending  towards  '  definitive  '  equality, 
I  as  a  feudalist  am  filled  with  profound  melan- 
choly and  disgust." 

Gobineau  asserted  that  environment,  climate, 
and  education  were  powerless  to  affect  the 
genius  of  a  race.  Schopenhauer  held,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  white  man  was  only  a 
pale  face  discoloured  by  the  rude  weather  of 
the  north,  and  that  all  three  races  were  originally 
black.  The  assertions  of  Americans  that  children 
of  emigrants  to  the  United  States  rapidly  tend 
to  approximate  to  the  red  Indian  type  goes 
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hard  against  the  brave  Count.  M.  Finot  and 
the  humanitarians  seem  to  believe  that  education 
will  eventually  raise  the  black  and  yellow  races 
to  the  level  of  Europeans,  and  then  with  inter- 
marriage we  shall  be  within  sight  of  definitive 
equality  (physical  as  well  as  moral),  not  only  on 
this  continent,  but  all  the  world  over.  Modern 
science  as  a  whole  is  hostile  to  race  pretensions, 
believing,  as  it  does,  in  the  formative  influences 
of  environment.  It  is  admitted,  however,  that 
the  actual  differences  between  the  black,  white, 
and  yellow  groups  must  have  distant  origins. 

The  whole  subject  is  highly  complicated. 
Let  us  see  how  Gobineau's  successors — men 
who  want  to  assert  the  importance  of  race  for 
future  as  for  the  past — deal  with  it.  Mr.  Houston 
Chamberlain,  for  instance,  is  convinced  that  race 
superiorities  still  exist  even  among  European 
peoples.  The  task,  difficult  though  it  be,  of 
discovering  them  must  not  be  shirked.  I  need 
not  dwell  too  long  on  his  famous  work,  The 
Foundations  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  for  these 
volumes,  with  Lord  Redesdale's  introduction,* 
should  be  well  known  to  English  readers.  Cham- 
berlain writes  in  German,  and  it  is  understood 

*  John  Lane. 
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that  the  Kaiser,  by  an  anonymous  gift  of  10,000 
marks,  assured  himself  that  the  original  edition 
of  the  Foundations  would  find  its  way  into  every 
public  library  of  the  Empire.  M.  Seilliere 
speaks  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  "  noble  aesthetic 
mysticism,  his  intermittent  breadth  of  view, 
his  hospitable  conception  of  a  Slavo-Celto- 
Germanic  race  with  a  mission  to  civilise  the 
globe."  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw  has  described  the 
book  as  the  greatest  Protestant  manifesto  ever 
written,  and  last  summer  an  English  translation 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  volume  on  Kant  appeared, 
and  received  a  friendly  welcome  in  London. 
Nowadays,  however,  as  an  Englishman  who  has 
"  adopted  "  the  Fatherland,  Chamberlain's  repu- 
tation this  side  of  Europe  is  not  likely  to  be 
enhanced.  The  "  ineffable  Chamberlain,"  he  has 
been  called  in  one  place  ;  that  "  cad  Chamber- 
lain "  in  another.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  word 
in  the  Foundations  which  convicts  the  author  of 
having  encouraged  anti-English  feeling  in  Ger- 
many, previous  to  the  war.  Equally  rash  are 
those  who  couple  Mr.  Chamberlain's  name 
with  that  of  Nietzsche.  Chamberlain  and 
Nietzsche  are  not  twin  prophets,  though  it  is 
possible  that  Chauvinistic  professors  moulding 
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the  mind  of  Prussian  youth  have  borrowed  a 
little  from  both  authors.  Chamberlain  professes 
the  greatest  scorn  for  the  later  Nietzsche, 
Nietzsche  the  "  immoralist,"  the  court-fool  of 
a  frivolous,  scandal-loving  fin-de-siede,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  calls  him.  In  turn,  the  disciples 
of  the  later  Nietzsche  throw  all  contempt  on 
Chamberlain.  Says,  for  instance,  Dr.  Levy, 
Nietzsche's  editor  in  England :  "  Why  does  the 
Kaiser  admire  the  Foundations  ?  Because  it 
makes  him  imagine  that  he  is  a  Christian."  * 

The  Foundations  might  be  described  as  a  hand- 
book for  Nationalists.  So  far  from  encouraging 
the  dream  of  universal  Empire,  Chamberlain 
attacks  in  his  chapter  on  the  State  the  "  delusion 
of  the  unlimited,"  which  was  the  nightmare  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  as  it  is  of  the  Jews,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  our  modern  Socialists. 
Many  good  Germans — Frederick  II,  for  instance 
— have  dreamed  the  dream  ;  nevertheless,  it  is 
the  characteristic  of  Teutons  f  to  split  up  into 

*  Chamberlain  was  born  in  England  in  1855.  ^e  was 
educated  at  Cheltenham,  and  then  lived  in  Paris,  where  he 
wrote  his  first  book  (in  French),  Notes  on  Lohengrin.  He  holds 
many  scientific  distinctions. 

f  Chamberlain  says  Teuton  because  "  Slavo-Celto-Germanic  " 
is  an  "  interminable  "  adjective. 
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nations,  and  to  know  that  no  body  of  men  can 
possess  the  whole  indivisible  truth.  The  struggle 
between  the  principles  of  nationality  and  of 
Imperialism  has  its  spiritual  counterpart  in  the 
opposition  of  the  Indo-European  "  symbolical 
and  metaphysical  chronology  to  Jewish  historical- 
chronistic  faith." 

If  the  course  of  history  created  adequate 
outward  conditions,  we  Teutons  should  pro- 
duce a  dozen  new  characteristically  distinct 
nations.  In  France  this  creative  capacity  has 
been  weakened  by  progressive  Romanising 
[the  "  Latin  "  is  a  mixture  of  the  Semiticised 
Roman  and  the  Gaul] ;  moreover,  it  was 
almost  completely  thrown  underfoot  by  the 
rude  Corsican  ;  in  Russia  it  has  almost  com- 
pletely disappeared  in  consequence  of  the 
predominance  of  inferior  un-Teutonic  blood, 
although  in  former  days  our  genuine  Slavonic 
cousins  were  richly  endowed  with  gifts  that 
are  necessary  for  individual  creative  work — 
as  their  language  and  their  literature  prove. 

And  again : 

Naturally  one  cannot  take  the  word  Teuton 
in  the  usual  narrow  sense ;  such  a  distinction 
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is  contrary  to  fact,  and  makes  history  as  obscure 
as  if  we  looked  at  it  through  a  cracked  glass. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  have  recognised  the 
obvious  original  similarity  of  the  peoples 
that  have  arisen  from  Northern  Europe,  and 
discovered  that  their  diverse  individuality  is 
due  to  the  incomparable  plasticity  which  is 
still  a  feature  of  the  race,  to  the  tendency  of 
Teutons  towards  ceaseless  individualisation, 
we  at  once  understand  that  what  is  at  the 
present  day  called  European  culture  is  not  in 
truth  European,  but  specifically  Teutonic. 

These  distinct  Teutonic  nationalities  are  liable 
to  fight  amongst  each  other.  "  Never  before," 
says  Chamberlain,  "  have  the  nations  stood 
opposed  to  each  other  so  clearly  and  definitely 
as  antagonistic  unities."  It  is  not  the  business 
of  all  or  one  of  them,  so  we  gather,  to  extend 
an  Imperial  peace  over  the  globe,  or  to  uplift 
inferior  peoples ;  the  aim  would  be  an  im- 
possible one,  for,  as  Gobineau  has  said,  the 
superior  race  by  mixing  with  the  inferior  does 
not  raise  the  inferior  to  its  own  height,  but 
is,  on  the  contrary,  itself  degraded.  The  business 
of  Teutons  is  to  go  their  own  way  and  remain 
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true  to  themselves,  till  threatened — then  the 
mailed  and  merciless  fist.  The  doctrine,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  as  " plastic"  as  the  Teutonic  race,  and 
lends  itself  to  convenient  interpretations,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  However,  in  spite  of  the 
significant  passage  just  quoted,  which  refers  to  the 
decadence  of  "our  Slavonic  cousins,"  Chamberlain 
never  advises  directly  on  current  international 
politics.  And,  indeed,  in  his  eyes  the  enemy  of 
the  Slavo-Celto-Germanic  race  (Teuton,  for  short) 
is  not  so  much  a  particular  European  State,  but 
rather  the  Jews  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  on  the  other,  both  universalist 
and  hostile  to  the  true  Kultur.  His  disciples  are 
found  in  strange  places.  They  include  the 
eccentric  Viennese  Jew,  Otto  Weininger,  author 
of  Sex  and  Character,  a  notorious  work  some 
years  ago.  The  Jewish  nation,  says  Weininger, 
are  par  excellence  the  feminine  people,  therefore 
soulless,  materialist,  representative  of  the  evil 
genius  of  history.  A  fantastic  notion,  yet 
Weininger  calls  in  Houston  Chamberlain  to  prove 
that  the  Jew  is  "  the  sin  of  contemporary  man." 
However,  as  M.  Seilliere  says,  we  must  not  com- 
pare the  "  noble  and  ingenious  race-mysticism  " 
of  the  Foundations  with  the  frantic  rhapsody  which 
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is  called  Sex  and  Character.  Elsewhere  Chamber- 
lain makes  a  brave  attempt  to  show  that  Christ 
was  "  probably  "  not  a  Jew. 

There  is,  when  he  leaves  the  Jews  alone,  an 
air  of  generosity  about  Chamberlain  which  is 
lacking  in  Treitschke  and  Bernhardi ;  and  the 
author  of  the  Foundations  cannot  be  included 
in  the  breed  to  which  these  notorious  writers 
belong.  We  must  always  be  careful  not  to  con- 
found pan-Germanism  with  Prussian  Chauvinism. 
The  two  doctrines  are  often  in  sharp  antagonism 
to  each  other.  Yet  Treitschke  taught  Bernhardi 
to  look  on  Napoleon  as  an  abortion  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  to  describe  Germany  proudly 
as  "  the  home  of  heresy,  since  she  developed 
the  root  idea  of  the  Reformation  into  the  right 
of  unrestricted  and  unprejudiced  inquiry"  ;  and 
the  same  notion  runs  through  Chamberlain's 
book,  namely  that  the  non-Germanic  peoples 
are  incapable  of  free  development,  and  that 
Christianity  has  been  "  made  "  by  the  Teutonic 
race.  The  Jewish  people  have  a  "  false  religion," 
with  their  belief  in  a  personal  God,  their  story 
of  a  creation — evidences  of  the  same  spirit  of 
materialism  which  in  modern  times  has  found 
expression  in  Deism  or  Rationalism  ;  the  an- 
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tithesis  of  Aryan-Indian  philosophies.  But 
Chamberlain,  unlike  Treitschke  .and  Bernhardi, 
refrains  from  making  direct  allusions  to  current 
problems  of  European  politics.  His  anti- 
Semiticism  must  appear  indiscreet  and  in- 
expedient to  those  who  aim  at  preserving  the 
internal  unity  of  Germany,  in  the  face  of  foreign 
States.  I  think  that  Prussian  patriots  of  a  practical 
turn  of  mind  must  often  have  questioned  the 
Imperial  wisdom  when  the  Kaiser  extended  his 
indulgence  to  academic  theorists  of  the  Chamber- 
lain type. 

To  the  question,  "  What  is  race  ?  "  Chamber- 
lain gives  lengthy  but  not  very  definite  replies. 
He  admits  that  the  measurement  of  European 
skulls,  the  consideration  of  European  com- 
plexions, eyes,  and  hair  are  likely  to  confuse  the 
inquirer.  But  certain  rules  for  the  production 
of  noble  race  (that  is,  ex  hypothesis),  Germanic 
race,  may  be  laid  down — excellent  material, 
inbreeding,  artificial  selection  and  definite  mix- 
tures of  blood  within  a  time  limitation.  His 
most  striking  contribution  to  the  discussion  is 
derived  from  a  mystical  conception  of  race  as 
a  psychological  quality.  European  man  will 
realise  his  "  Germanism "  by  combating  his 


The  Metaphysics  of  Germanism   59 

latent  Judaism  [there  is  latent  Judaism  in  each 
one  of  us,  owing  to  the  unworthy  marriages 
of  our  ancestors].  Here  as  we  enter  the  region 
of  metaphysics  I  shall  take  M.  Fuchs,  one  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  disciples,  as  a  guide. 

M.  Fuchs  is  the  author  of  a  pamphlet,  The 
Kaiser )  Culture  and,  Art.  He  is  not  only  a  meta- 
physician, but  also  a  close  observer  of  con- 
temporary events,  with  very  decided  opinions 
on  the  future  of  Europe.  He  has  subtly  applied 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  ideas  to  German  politics. 
He  frankly  proclaims  William  II  as  a  Messiah. 
"  The  author  is  a  new  John  the  Baptist,  and 
occupies  himself  with  real  talent  in  prophesying 
the  coming  of  one  worthier  than  himself."  Let 
M.  Seilliere  describe  M.  Fuchs'  philosophy  of 
history : 

The  preoccupation  of  race  is  supreme. 
He  teaches  that  the  history  of  civilisation 
for  the  last  1500  years  is  resumed  in  the  con- 
flict of  two  ethnological  groups :  on  the 
one  hand,  the  Slavo-Celto-Germanic  race  of 
masters  and  dominators  by  right  of  birth 
(European  culture  is  its  exclusive  achievement) ; 
on  the  other,  a  chaos  of  hybrid  populations, 
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born  of  the  intermixture  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean nations  under  the  sceptre  of  ancient 
Rome,  and  more  or  less  enclosed  within  the 
limits  of  the  ancient  Imperium.  These  views 
result  directly,  as  we  have  said,  from  Gobineau's 
ideas  on  the  inconvenience  of  mixture,  and 
can  neither  be  accepted  nor  understood  unless 
we  admit  the  physiological  hypothesis  of  our 
compatriot.  This  supposed  Mediterranean 
chaos  inspires  our  anonymous  author,  as  it  in- 
spires Mr.  Chamberlain,  with  an  aversion  the 
results  of  which  are  almost  physical.  .  .  .  He 
rises  to  a  real  poetry  of  disgust  when  he  speaks 
of  these  soulless  beings  who  are  scarcely 
human  in  his  eyes.* 

The  great  chiefs  of  the  "  chaos  "  were  Marat, 
Napoleon,  Robespierre.  The  French  Revolution 
should  be  regarded  as  the  most  successful  challenge 
ever  offered  to  German  culture.  In  the  wars 
of  1792  to  1815  the  "Latin  monster"  soaked 
itself  to  satiety  in  pure  German  blood,  and 
the  treatment  paved  the  way  for  the  "  cultural 
powerlessness  "  of  the  nineteenth  century  and 

*  "  Mystical  Imperialism  in  Germany."  See  volume  Intro- 
duction to  the  Philosophy  of  Imperialism. 
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the  actual  domination  of  real  "  Chinese  "  Euro- 
peans. So  far  M.  Fuchs  follows  the  Count 
Gobineau.  It  is  when  he  comes  to  define  his 
conception  of  race  that  he  deserts  the  French 
historian.  M.  Fuchs  works  "  as  ever  in  his 
great  taskmaster's  eye,"  and  it  would  not  please 
the  Emperor  to  learn  that  the  Aryan-German 
race  could  not  longer  sustain  its  role.  Gobineau, 
according  to  M.  Fuchs,  takes  a  too  material 
view  of  "  race."  If  one  sees  in  race  nothing 
but  the  material  element,  one  inevitably  becomes 
a  pessimist,  seeing  that  the  conquerors  of  Europe 
have  been  rashly  intermarrying  with  the  con- 
quered for  centuries.  No  ;  we  must  define  race 
as  a  "  pyschological  quality,  as  something  that 
the  individual,  like  the  nation,  makes  or  un- 
makes at  each  moment."  When,  for  instance, 
a  people  sets  out  to  create  for  itself  a  "  culture," 
a  nationality,  be  sure  that  race  is  present.  M. 
Seilliere  remarks  very  truly  that  race  defined  in 
this  way  means  merely  vigour  of  character, 
artistic  sensibility,  and  favourable  moral  dis- 
positions. M.  Fuchs'  description  of  the 
work  of  the  "  Mediterranean  chaos "  in  history 
depends  upon  the  physiological  hypothesis  of 
Gobineau  ;  but  he  throws  physiology  overboard 
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when  he  begins  to  prophesy,  and,  still  wishing 
to  have  it  both  ways,  asserts  that  the  Mediter- 
ranean chaos  is  incapable  of  producing  a  cultured 
people,  or  a  "  nationality." 

M.  Fuchs'  political  proposals  are  remarkable. 
He  looks  forward  to  an  alliance  between  Germany 
and  France,  to  a  united  States  of  Central  Europe, 
which  the  best  elements  in  France,  the  Germanic 
elements,  will  welcome,  as  soon  as  Germany 
proves  herself  worthy  of  European  hegemony. 
Austria  and  Italy  will  also  "  come  in."  England, 
we  understand,  is  too  strong  in  her  own  might 
— has  a  too  characteristic  "  Germanic  "  culture 
of  her  own — to  be  tempted  out  of  her  isolation. 

But  Germany  so  far,  M.  Fuchs  wrote  in  1904, 
has  not  proved  herself  worthy  of  European 
hegemony.  Her  culture  is  only  in  its  infancy. 
She  is  imitative,  "  barbarous "  ;  hence  the 
difficulties  with  which  her  statesmen  have  to 
contend.  The  Emperor  William  must  be  even 
more  active  in  the  future  than  he  has  been  in 
the  past.  The  culture  of  Germany,  remarks  M. 
Seilliere,  expounding  his  author,  will  be  founded 
on  art,  for  the  aesthetic  sense  is  evidently  the 
guide  preferred  by  M.  Fuchs  when  he  "  wanders 
in  the  mystical  spheres  in  which  his  doctrines  of 
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conquest  delight."  But  it  will  be  supported  by 
warlike  power.  Look,  cries  M.  Fuchs,  at  the 
Prussian  army  on  parade.  Look  at  its  character- 
istic goose  step.  Is  it  not  the  type  of  rhythmical 
society  ?  "  So  violent  are  M.  Fuchs'  praises  of  the 
fleet  that  one  sometimes  inquires  if  his  brochure 
is  not  merely  a  manifesto  destined  to  encourage 
the  naval  programme  of  the  Emperor."  There  is, 
however,  a  close  connection  between  the  German 
fleet  and  German  culture ;  because  German 
taste  in  pictorial  art  is  mediocre,  German  opinion 
fails  to  rouse  itself  in  matters  of  naval  policy. 
"  Culture  and  victorious  war  are  inseparable" 
Leonardo  da  Vinci  would  have  been  a  lesser 
man  had  he  not  designed  after  the  Joconde 
those  frightful  machines  of  destruction. 

The  brochure  was  Kaiser  William's  gift  to 
ex-President  Roosevelt,  when  the  latter  visited 
Berlin  in  the  spring  of  1909. 


The  Political  Anthropologists 

M.  Seilliere  welcomes  in  these  essays  a  few 
of  the  more  recent  apostles  of  the  faith:  his 
own  compatriot,  M.  Georges  Vacher  de  Lapouge, 
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author  of  The  Social  Selections  and  The  Aryan 
and  his  Social  Role,  and  then  two  Germans, 
Dr.  Ludwig  Woltmann,  founder  of  the  Politisch- 
Anthropologische  Revue,  and  author  of  the  Ger- 
mans in  France  and  the  Italians  of  the  Renaissance, 
and  M.  Reimer,  author  of  Ein  -pan-germanisches 
Deutschland.  These  names  are  not  yet  known 
in  this  country.  All  three  writers,  in  M.  Seilliere's 
opinion,  display  a  marked  sincerity  and  a  con- 
siderable disregard  of  political  prejudices.  M. 
de  Lapouge  is  a  French  Germanist,  like  Count 
Boulainvilliers,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
Count  Gobineau  in  the  nineteenth — we  must 
not  be  surprised  !  Neither  Boulainvilliers  nor 
Gobineau  wrote  to  order  of  the  Imperialists  of 
Berlin.*  M.  de  Lapouge  is  purely  interested 

*  Boulainvilliers  was  a  feudal  theorist  of  the  eighteenth 
century  who  argued  that  France  owed  all  her  greatness  to  a 
Prankish  aristocracy.  Gobineau  is  not  a  solitary  figure  in 
French  thought.  M.  Lebesgue,  a  modern  writer,  says  (Ess at 
d' expansion  d'une  esthetique)  that  the  "  voluntary  leaven  which 
determines  the  production  and  the  survival  of  all  civilisation  has 
been  furnished  in  every  epoch  by  one  race  ;  that  of  the  Blondes 
of  Europe  (Gauls,  Germans,  Normans,  call  them  what  you  will), 
they  represent  the  spirit  of  conquest  and  of  heroic  adventure. 
They  oppose  their  forcible  will  to  the  voluptuous  weakness  of 
the  brown  people,  the  slaves  of  pleasure  and  repose."  M.  Louis 
Esteve,  in  his  book  on  The  Psychology  of  Imperialism,  points  out 
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in  scientific  truth.  Dr.  Woltmann  is  concerned 
with  the  past  rather  than  the  future  ;  he  is  a 
Germanist  in  the  purely  theoretical  and  philo- 
sophical sense  of  the  word,  an  historian  with  a 
moral  ideal  with  which  nothing  in  the  present 
was  in  perfect  correspondence.  The  Austrian, 
Reimer,  on  the  other  hand,  directly  adapts  his 
theories  to  the  present  situation  in  Europe. 
Since  he  believes  that  Prussia  is  the  most  Ger- 
manic State  in  Europe,  how  can  he  banish 
international  politics  from  his  speculations  ? 
He  dreams  of  a  pan-German  Germany,  precise 
in  its  contours  and  grouped  under  the  hegemony 
of  Prussia. 

I  have  just  described  M.  Fuchs'  views,  views 
that  are  largely  derived  from  the  theories  of 
Richard  Wagner  and  his  English  son-in-law, 
Houston  Chamberlain,  and  which  owe  some- 
thing, too,  to  the  metaphysical  doctrines  of 
Schopenhauer.  Richard  Wagner  held  that  man- 
kind, though  degenerate,  might  be  purged 
from  all  impurities  by  the  true  Christian  re- 

that  in  the  South  of  France  the  prejudice  of  the  blonde  race  is 
common  enough.  The  autochthones  of  clear  epidermis  affect 
to  despise  their  dark  neighbours — the  latter  do  not  protest 
categorically,  but  content  themselves  by  saying  :  "  The  white 
skin  is  more  beautiful,  but  the  brown  conceals  a  better  nature." 
F 
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ligion  (that  is,  Christianity  transformed  by 
the  genius  of  the  Germans,  Luther  and  Kant) 
and  by  art.  The  effort  required  would  end 
in  that  sudden  conversion  of  the  will,  which 
is  the  central  point  of  Schopenhauer's  teaching. 
Two  irreconcilable  conceptions  of  life  emerge 
from  our  consideration  of  the  problem  of  race. 
Certain  peoples  prefer  by  instinct  the  human 
religions  and  philosophies,  such  as  make  man 
and  his  conscious  faculty  the  point  of  departure 
and  the  point  of  arrival  for  their  deductions 
(Judaism,  modern  Christianity  and  Hegelianism); 
certain  others  naturally  embrace  the  cosmic 
religions  and  philosophies,  which  conceive  the 
universe  as  one  and  indivisible,  according  to 
the  mystic's  hypothesis  (Buddhism,  the  roman- 
ticism of  Schleiermacher  and  the  doctrine  of 
Schopenhauer).  The  preference  of  the  true 
"  Germans "  is  for  the  latter  view  of  life, 
which  indeed  they  take  by  privilege  as  Aryans  and 
kin  to  the  Vedic  race  of  India.  "  Thus  the 
Vedic  race,  mother  of  the  Germanic,  is  mystical 
by  temperament,  determinist,  pessimist,  as- 
piring to  redemption  by  miracle  and  by  grace 
(in  a  word,  pre-Schopenhauerian)  ;  the  Semitic 
race  and  the  Latin  peoples  that  have  under- 
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gone  its  influence  are  distinguished  by  their 
faith  in  human  liberty  and  in  progress,  their 
optimism,  their  preference  for  redemption  by 
works.  This  classification,  though  highly  arbi- 
trary, has  been  very  adroitly  exploited  in  favour 
of  pan-German  ambitions,  and  Schopenhauer 
has  thus  become  one  of  the  saints,  not  only  of 
Aryanism,  but  of  psychological  Germanism."  * 
Luther  is  another  saint  in  the  same  calendar — 
are  there,  after  all,  philosophical  grounds  for 
the  attitude  of  the  old  lady  in  Belfast  who 
cannot  support  the  war  because  the  House  of 
Hohenzollern  has  always  stood  in  her  eyes  for 
true  Bible  Christianity  ? 

M.  de  Lapouge,  M.  Reimer  and  Dr.  Wolt- 
mann  have  all  been  influenced  by  this  "  psycho- 
logical Germanism."  For  instance,  M.  de 
Lapouge  tells  us  that  the  despised  Alpine  man, 
the  foe  of  the  "  good  European,"  is  naturally 
a  Catholic.  M.  de  Lapouge  means  that  the 
good  European  has  the  "  free  spirit."  The 
Alpine  man  is  a  traditionalist.  M.  Reimer 
accepts  Mr.  Chamberlain's  suggestions  as  to 
the  religion  that  will  suit  the  Germanic  race 

*  Schopenhauer  (Collection  des  grands  ecrivains  etrangers), 
by  E.  Seillierc  :  Blond  et  Cie,  Paris. 
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of  the  future.  No  citizen  of  noble  cast  can  be 
Catholic.  "  The  Hapsburgs  are  unworthy  of 
carrying  out  the  pan-German  scheme,  because 
they  have  associated  themselves  with  the  im- 
possible project  of  realising  a  Catholic  monarchy 
in  which  peoples  of  different  extraction  should 
enjoy  equal  rights."  This  distinction  between 
Catholic  and  Protestant  is,  of  course,  far  older 
than  Christianity,  and  the  decay  of  Christian 
dogma  will  not  destroy  it.  According  to  the 
adepts  of  psychological  Germanism,  the  Pro- 
testant retains  his  faith  whilst  abandoning  the 
universalist  notions  of  moral  and  political  unity, 
whereas  the  lapsed  Catholic  deprived  of  a  system 
is  driven  to  negation  and  despair.  As  in 
ancient  times  the  proud  Persians  of  the  Iranian 
plateau  felt  themselves  the  equals  of  God,  so 
in  Europe  the  Aryan  German,  by  awarding 
to  himself  the  ancient  attributes  of  God,  set 
up  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  con- 
science. 

These  three  writers,  M.  de  Lapouge,  Reimer 
and  Dr.  Woltmann,  pay  closer  attention  to 
anthropological  characteristics  than  their  pre- 
decessors. They  look  around  for  illustrations 
of  the  theory  that  the  Aryan-Germans  have 
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a  monopoly"  of  creative  genius.  They  would 
like  to  find  that  all  great  Europeans — great 
according  to  the  given  moral  ideal — have  had 
certain  physical  traits :  light  hair,  blue  eyes, 
clear  complexions,  long  heads.  Dr.  Woltmann 
made  a  journey  through  the  libraries  and 
museums  in  France  in  order  to  obtain  his 
proofs ;  but  he  returned  home,  in  M.  Seilliere's 
opinion,  without  proofs.  Of  course,  in  every 
great  Frenchman  some  of  the  traits  called 
Germanic  could  be  found  ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
the  anthropological  inquiries  of  the  Germanists 
(Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  recognises  it)  have 
been  none  too  fruitful.  The  sceptic  continually 
asks  himself  not  merely  whether  European 
peoples  are  not  now  hopelessly  mixed,  but 
whether  at  any  period  European  history  can 
be  resumed  as  a  struggle  between  two  distinct 
races.  Historical  Aryanism  may  be  a  myth ; 
yet  M.  de  Lapouge  proposes  to  establish  in  the 
future  a  noble  race  (which  may  be  called  Aryan 
in  deference  to  ancient  superstitions)  of  heroes 
and  artists.  The  method  he  would  employ  is 
artificial  social  selection.  "  From  a  group  of 
aboriginal  Australians  or  of  Esquimaux  a  perfect 
humanity,  equal  to  a  group  of  pure  blonde 


70  German  Doctrine  of  Conquest 

Aryans,  may  be  evolved.' '  Thus  the  doctrine 
of  a  race  ceases,  as  M.  Seilliere  points  out,  to 
pessimist,  and  relying  on  scientific  arguments 
looks  towards  the  future  with  a  smile  of  radiant 
confidence. 

M.  de  Lapouge  glorifies  the  homo  Europaus. 
Of  modern  Germany  or  of  modern  France  he  is 
often  disdainful.  Please  do  not  identify  his 
hero  race  with  the  actual  subjects  of  the  Kaiser. 
The  cunning  foes  of  the  hero-race  he  calls 
Celts  or  Alpines.  Chamberlain,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, includes  the  Celt  among  the  master 
races.  But  what's  in  a  name  ?  All  our  theorists 
celebrate  the  same  moral  qualities :  the  spirit 
of  adventure  and  conquest,  an  imperious  will, 
independence  in  matters  of  religion.  Certainly 
they  differ  greatly  in  their  policies  or  programme. 
Houston  Chamberlain  thinks  that  the  psycho- 
logical solution  of  the  race  problem  is  more 
desirable  than  the  radical  measures  of  the 
empiricists.  M.  de  Lapouge  and  M.  Reimer  are 
convinced  that  the  drastic  methods  of  the 
eugenist  must  be  adopted  if  race  is  to  be  re- 
stored. These  writers  pay  comparatively  little 
attention  to  the  myth  of  "  historical  Aryanism," 
and  thus  escape  from  many  of  the  gloomy  preju- 
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dices  to  which  their  predecessors  were  subject. 
Gobineau  traces  all  revolutionary  movements 
in  history  to  the  adulteration  of  Aryan  blood. 
Houston  Chamberlain  opposes  the  democratic 
ideal  as  a  product  of  Judaism  or  democratic 
Latinity.  MM.  de  Lapouge,  Reimer  and  Wolt- 
mann  are  all,  on  the  other  hand,  willing  to 
consider  the  claims  of  the  Socialist.  "  The 
working  class  movement  of  to-day,"  says  Dr. 
Woltmann,  "  regarded  from  the  anthropological 
point  of  view,  appears  as  an  effort  of  ascension 
on  the  part  of  the  superior  race  element  in  the 
working  class  towards  power  and  liberty."  In- 
ferior peoples  are  incapable  of  conceiving  or 
carrying  into  effect  a  genuine  revolutionary 
movement,  and  men  like  Sieyes,  Robespierre 
and  Saint- Just  must  therefore  have  been  some- 
thing better  than  brachycephalous  mongoloids. 
Did  not  Lorenz  Stein,  whose  writings  taught 
Marx  the  first  elements  of  the  Socialist  doctrine, 
hold  that  the  proletarian  agitation  of  the  day 
was  Germanic  in  its  origin  ?  "  The  German 
is  the  only  dangerous  enemy  of  the  German  " — 
we  have  already  left  far  behind  us  the  teachings 
of  Gobineau,  Houston  Stewart  Chamberlain 
and  M.  Fuchs,  who  see  in  Semiticism  and  the 
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Mediterranean  chaos  the  awful  powers  against 
which  race  is  arrayed. 

I  think  that  the  perusal  of  M.  Seilliere's 
essays  will  remove  many  common  conceptions. 
True,  one  can  argue  that  the  class  of  ideas  found 
in  the  books  of  our  theorists  are  particularly 
agreeable  to  the  Prussian  mind,  that  Chauvinistic 
professors  need  not  have  had  much  difficulty  in 
interpreting  the  Gobineaus,  the  Chamberlains 
and  the  Woltmanns  to  their  liking,  that  the  talk 
of  a  Slav  menace  and  of  the  "  liquidation  of 
the  Romance  nations  "  proceeds  from  the  false 
anthropology  of  this  literature.  Technically 
speaking,  however,  the  Prussian  Chauvinist  and 
the  pan-German  doctrinaire  need  have  nothing 
whatever  in  common.  The  literature  of  pan- 
Germanism  has  been  on  the  whole  a  free  litera- 
ture, a  literature  of  ideas ;  it  seldom  deliberately 
prostitutes  itself  to  the  exigencies  of  the  politics. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  the  war  upon  Germanist 
theory  ?  The  English  on  the  eve  of  the  war  were 
still,  according  to  popular  opinion,  Germanen  ; 
that  is  why  the  Emperor  William  accused  Britain 
of  betraying  her  kindred  by  taking  up  arms 
for  the  Slav  and  the  Latin.  The  Russians, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  been  put  outside  the 


The  Political  Anthropologists     73 

pale  of  European  culture.  "  Never,"  says  Dr. 
Karl  Pearson,  "  has  the  academic  theorist  played 
such  a  part  in  any  war  as  the  present.  The 
German  first  theorises  as  to  .the  liquidation  of 
the  Romance  races,  and  then  proceeds  by  force 
of  numbers  to  write  history  which  shall  fit 
his  theory.  The  professor  leaves  his  chair  in 
Berlin,  and  shoulders  his  musket  in  the  trenches 
on  the  Aisne.  ...  It  is  not  that  Germany  hates 
France,  but  that  she  cannot  turn  her  full  energies 
against  the  Slav  till  France  is  crushed  out."  * 
The  thing  is  more  puzzling  again  when  one 
realises  that  very  few  of  the  academic  theorists 
have  confided  the  execution  of  their  designs  to 
Prussia,  or  even  to  the  German  Empire.  Most 
of  them  have  doubted  with  Dr.  Woltmann  if 
the  actual  tendency  of  the  German  spirit 
and  the  inspiration  of  Prussian  politics  are 
truly  characteristic  of  the  Germanic  genius, 
truly  worthy  of  the  blonde  race.  We  hear 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  recently  summoned 
to  Potsdam  ;  no  doubt  it  was  required  of  him 
to  give  comfort  to  his  imperial  reader  by  ex- 
plaining events  in  the  light  of  the  grandiose 

*   Was  Stehfs  mit  der  Dcutschen  Kultur.     New   Statesman, 
October  loth,  1914. 
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theory  of  the  Foundations  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  Will  it  now  be  clear  to  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain that  the  execution  of  the  Germanic  plan 
has  been  reserved  under  God  to  the  Prussians  ? 
Will  he  now  agree  with  M.  Reimer  that  the 
German  is  the  only  dangerous  enemy  of  the 
German.  Of  one  thing  we  may  be  certain, 
namely,  that  the  sincere  believer  in  Germanism 
will  be  far  more  concerned  for  the  survival  of 
his  theory  than  for  the  success  of  Prussian 
arms.  They  will  not  stand  or  fall  with  the 
Emperor  William,  in  spite  of  the  Emperor's 
goodness  towards  them  in  the  past.  Sincere 
Germanists,  that  is  to  say,  are  few  in  number. 
But  the  war,  whatever  its  outcome,  will  naturally 
modify  many  details  of  their  faith. 


FRENCH    CONTRIBUTORS 

TO   THE   THEORY   OF 
PAN-GERMANISM 


Aryans  and  Celts 

THE  most  remarkable  forerunner  of  theoretical 
t  faith  was  a  Frenchman,  the  Count  of  Gobineau. 
M.  Remain  Rolland,  sketching  the  silhouette 
of  a  Wagnerian  litterateur  and  philosopher 
in  his  fine  novel,  Jean  Christophe,  wrote  of 
this  personage :  "  For  him,  of  course,  Wagner 
was  the  type  of  the  pure  Aryan  for  whom  the 
German  race  has  remained  the  inviolable  refuge 
against  the  corrupting  influences  of  Latin  or 
more  specially  French  Semiticism.  There  was 
only  one  great  man  in  France,  the  Count  of 
Gobineau."  This  sums  up  the  condition  of 
mind  of  the  learned  pan-Germanists.  Their  regard 
and  admiration  for  the  Frenchman  have  been 
translated  into  acts.  Dr.  Ludwig  Schemann, 
who  has  done  great  work  on  behalf  of  Gobineau's 
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reputation  both  in  Germany  and  in  France, 
tells  us  in  an  interesting  brochure  how  a  veritable 
sanctuary  has  recently  been  consecrated  to  the 
names  of  the  Count.  Yes,  the  French  diplomat, 
like  Goethe,  Schiller,  Wagner  or  Nietzsche, 
has  already  his  museum,  his  archiv  in  Germany, 
and  this  museum  possesses  a  sort  of  official 
character  which  many  similar  institutions  lack. 
The  "  Gobineau  Collection  "  fills,  in  fact,  a  whole 
hall  in  the  library  of  the  University  of  Stras- 
bourg, this  learned  body  having  agreed  at  a 
considerable  price  to  acquire  the  relics  of  the 
French  author.  Here  are  gathered  together  his 
manuscripts,  the  documents  which  relate  to 
his  work,  and  pieces  of  the  Oriental  furniture 
with  which  he  loved  to  surround  himself.  The 
sculpture  of  his  old  age  is  displayed  on  terminals : 
statuettes  and  figures  in  marble  and  plaster 
call  forth  the  benevolent  criticism  of  art  critics 
beyond  the  Rhine.  And  if  Strasbourg  has  been 
chosen  to  receive  this  pious  trust,  it  is,  we  are 
told,  because  Strasbourg  has  always  served  as 
a  connecting  link  between  the  German  and 
French  cultures  and  will  worthily  preserve  the 
relics  of  a  man  whose  genial  work  holds  promise 
of  the  same  conciliatory  role. 
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I  have  elsewhere  frequently  dealt  with  the 
writings  of  Gobineau,  and  without  insisting 
further  on  their  influence,  I  will  pass  on  to 
another  French  artisan  of  pan-Germanism,  who, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  present  reputation, 
will  one  day,  too,  have  his  Verein  and  his  museum 
upon  German  soil.  Is  there,  indeed,  a  safer 
way  to  apotheosis  or  canonisation  than  to  have 
propped  up,  in  the  course  of  one's  own  efforts 
after  power,  the  Imperialism  of  a  human  group 
that  was  destined  for  a  time  at  least  to  experience 
triumph  ?  To  serve  a  people's  passions,  though 
unconsciously — such  has  been  the  lot  of  our  com- 
patriots in  the  affair  ;  but  there  was  no  surer 
means  of  finding  the  road  to  German  hearts. 

The  ideas  of  M.  Georges  Vacher  de  Lapouge 
have  been  expressed  in  two  important  books. 
The  basis  of  his  doctrine  was  outlined  by  him 
in  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Faculty  of  Mont- 
pellier,  and  then  developed  in  certain  scientific 
reviews.  His  book  on  Social  Selections  appeared 
in  1896,  his  study  of  the  Aryan  and  His  Social 
Role  is  dated  1899.  Both  have  become,  so  to 
speak,  the  vade-mecum  of  the  most  qualified 
German  "  Germanists."  On  the  eve  of  his 
tragic  death,  Dr.  L.  Woltmann,  of  whom  I 
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shall  presently  speak,  dedicated  to  our  com- 
patriot his  inquiries  into  the  influence  of  Ger- 
manic blood  on  the  development  of  French 
civilisation,  The  Germans  in  France ;  whilst 
M.  Reimer,  whose  audacious  theories  I  must 
also  describe,  wrote  of  him,  "  His  works  are  of 
a  fundamental  scientific  importance  in  the 
study  of  the  historical  and  social  role  of  Ger- 
manism. His  pen  gives  us  the  most  radical 
affirmation  of  the  importance  of  the  German 
race  to  European  culture." 

Before  setting  forth  the  reason  which  accounts 
for  M.  de  Lapouge's  success  in  Germany,  I  must 
recognise  the  independence  and  the  absolute 
sincerity  of  his  opinions.  He  teaches  what  he 
considers  to  be  the  scientific  truth  without 
any  arriere-pensee  or  prejudice  whatever.  In 
his  writings  he  has  never  glorified  anyone  but 
the  Aryan  or  the  European  (homo  Europceus), 
a  conception  which  is  evidently  larger  than  that 
of  the  Teuton,  and  he  has  shown  on  occasion 
Gobineau's  disdain  for  modern  Germany.  "  We 
must  be  careful,"  he  writes,  "  not  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  apparent  but  ephemeral  grandeur 
of  little  nations  like  Germany  and  France." 
Our  neighbours,  however,  have  quickly  forgotten 
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the  warning,  and  have  borrowed  from  him  certain 
assertions  that  favour  their  views.  Fifty  years 
have  gone  by  since  a  few  French  philologists 
like  Renan  protested  against  the  expression 
"  Indo-Germanic,"  always  employed  by  German 
science,  where  French  science  writes  "  Indo- 
European."  The  Teutonic  readers  of  M.  de 
Lapouge  by  a  like  encroachment  hasten  to  say 
"  German "  where  M.  de  Lapouge  himself 
writes  "  Aryan  "  or  "  European  "  ;  and  sub- 
sequently identify  as  far  as  is  possible  these 
Germans,  Nature's  "  favourites,"  with  the  actual 
subjects  of  William  II.  It  is  not  fair  to  hold  the 
author  of  the  Social  Selections  responsible  for 
this ;  he  deserves  the  esteem  and  deference  of 
his  compatriots,  even  of  those  who  find  his  argu- 
ments unconvincing. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  life  Gobineau  appears 
to  have  looked  upon  Darwin  as  a  disciple.  M.  de 
Lapouge  claims  kinship  with  the  great  English 
naturalist,  and  with  those  thinkers  who  have 
brought  Darwinian  doctrines  into  social  science, 
such  as  Madame  Clemence  Royer,  Galton  and 
Broca.  Moreover,  he  rests  his  doctrine  upon 
entirely  personal  observations  of  a  zoological 
and  anthropological  sort.  Now,  his  lectures  and 
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his  researches  have  led  him  to  the  same  con- 
clusion as  the  early  unconscious  artisans  of  the 
Germanist  theory  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
Boulainvilliers  and  the  Mablys;  like  them  he 
holds  that  there  are  two  races  of  men  in  every 
country  of  Europe  :  a  race  of  conquerors,  of 
masters  by  right  of  birth,  the  Aryans  or  Europeans 
(homo  Europceus)  ;  a  race  of  conquered  and  of 
slaves  by  fatality  of  birth,  the  Celts  or  Alpines 
(homo  Alpinus).  These  two  races  are  distinguished 
not  only  by  their  physical  aspect  (to  this  point  I 
return),  but  by  their  moral  character  and  mental 
disposition.  (A  third  race,  the  Mediterranean, 
plays  but  a  feeble  role  in  the  consideration  of 
the  pan-German  anthropologists,  and  the  fate 
of  the  civilised  world  seems  to  depend  on  the 
action  of  the  two  first-named).  By  virtue  of 
a  decree  of  Nature  the  man  sprung  from  Aryan 
ancestors  is  predestined  to  command  wherever 
he  may  be  found ;  an  irresistible  fatality  reserves 
all  vile  duties,  all  subordinate  positions  to  the 
Alpine  who  has  descended  from  his  tutelary 
mountains,  "  a  chestnut  seller  on  the  street,"  as 
M.  de  Lapouge  describes  him  with  fathomless 
disdain. 

Here,   then,   in   its   main   lines   is   the   moral 
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portrait  of  the  Aryan  drawn  by  his  fervent 
admirer.  The  homo  Europceus  recognises  no 
limits  to  his  conquering  ambitions ;  all  the  earth 
shall  be  his,  it  appears,  and  his  fathers  have 
rightly  carried  the  name  of  raptores  orbis.  For 
him  to  will  a  thing  is  to  carry  it  out,  and  to  the 
service  of  his  imperious  will  he  brings  an  intellect 
which  easily  rises  to  genius.  When  it  suits  him, 
he  is  logical ;  nevertheless,  he  cannot  be  satisfied 
with  words  or  hollow  arguments ;  in  religion, 
he  is  independent  and  predisposed  to  Protestant- 
ism;  in  short,  progress  is  his  most  intense  need, 
and  every  tendency  of  his  mind  has  prepared 
his  race  for  the  sovereignty  to  which  he  was 
destined. 

The  Celt  or  the  homo  Alpinus  rarely  attains 
to  originality  of  talent.  He  is  prudent  and 
distrustful,  but  easily  becomes  the  slave  of 
words ;  he  is  the  man  of  tradition  and  of  what 
he  calls  good  sense.  In  religion  he  is  Catholic 
by  choice.  He  sees  very  clearly,  and  will  defend 
with  bitterness  the  interests  of  his  family,  but 
he  neglects  those  of  his  country,  the  horizons  of 
which  are  too  distant  for  the  strength  of  his 
eyesight.  He  does  not  create  ideas,  but  accumu- 
lates them ;  though  industrious,  he  has  no 
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capacity  for  intense  or  rapid  work;  he  is 
economical  because  he  can  neither  risk  his  gains 
to^advantage,  nor  repair  his  losses  without  delay. 
But  the  Aryan  is  endowed  with  that  aggressive 
solidarity  which  a  good  pack  of  hounds  displays, 
"  the  one  hound  pushes  against  the  other  that 
it  may  be  the  first  to  charge,  and  counts  upon 
its  companions  to  help  him  if  he  finds  too  much 
resistance " ;  the  Alpine  has  only  the  solidarity 
of  a  flock  of  sheep,  where  everyone  tries  to  hide 
behind  his  neighbour. 

Carried  away  by  the  animosity  which  these 
impassioned  lines  betray,  M.  de  Lapouge  goes 
so  far  as  to  surmise  that  in  the  Stone  Age  the 
Alpine  race  must  have  inhabited  the  mountains 
and  forests  of  our  regions  in  an  almost  Simian 
state,  and  that  they  were  drawn  from  their 
lairs  in  order  to  be  utilised  as  beasts  of  burden. 
Thus  the  Aryans  realised  the  problems  of  the 
domestication  of  the  monkey.  They  successfully 
resolved  the  social  questions  which  confronted 
mankind  even  in  that  early  era,  and  they  had 
the  advantage  of  an  element  lacking  to  us,  "  a 
man  still  in  the  state  of  an  animal."  Since 
his  humble  beginnings  in  history,  the  Alpine 
man  has  remained  the  perfect  slave,  the  ideal 
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serf,  the  model  subject,  and  in  a  republic  like 
ours,  the  most  approved  subject  since  he  tolerates 
all  abuses  of  force.  Better  still,  the  brachy- 
cephalous  Alpine  man  when  he  has  lost  one 
master  goes  in  search  of  another,  an  instinct 
common  in  nature  only  to  him  and  the  monkey. 
In  this  bitter  tone  the  panegyrist  of  the  Aryans 
usually  describes  the  Aryans'  neighbours  upon 
European  soil,  those  "  swarthy  -looking,  thick- 
set louts,"  whom  mediocrity  itself  protects ; 
and  in  a  flight  of  indescribable  disdain  for  all 
that  has  the  anthropological  character  of  the 
large  skull,  in  his  opinion  the  distinctive  mark 
of  the  Alpine  race,  he  writes,  "  The  Empire  of 
the  East  had  an  even  worse  ending  (than  the 
Roman  Empire  of  the  West).  Its  conquerors 
were  brachycephalous  Turks.  There  is  no 
other  example  of  such  a  downfall." 

I  speak  of  large  skulls.  M.  de  Lapouge  and  his 
friends  have  been  strongly  attacked  for  the 
excessive  importance  which  they  attach  to  the 
measurement  of  skulls  in  their  social  estimates 
and  prophecies.  I  find  this  discussion  sterile.  I 
have  written  elsewhere  of  the  embarrassment 
which  enthusiastic  "  head  measurers  "  have  been 
occasioned  by  their  fad,  and  as  a  source  of 
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comedy  the  subject  is  long  since  exhausted. 
Further,  the  real  originality  of  M.  de  Lapouge 
and  the  cause  of  his  influence  upon  contemporary 
sociology  does  not  reside  in  the  more  or  less  con- 
vincing arguments  which  he  brings  to  the  support 
of  a  notion  that  is  already  ancient  in  the  phil- 
osophy of  history,  that  of  two  races  sharing  the 
soil  of  Europe,  the  one  dominant  by  right  divine, 
the  other  predestined  slaves  —  briefly  in  his 
adhesion  to  a  retrospective  Imperialism  of  race. 
His  originality  resides,  I  think,  in  his  conception 
of  the  causes  which  explain  the  decline  of  the 
more  noble  of  the  two  races,  as  well  as  the 
progress  of  the  lower,  and  in  the  procedure 
suggested  by  him  for  the  rapid  restoration  of  the 
Aryan  hegemony  which  so  long  favoured  the 
material  and  moral  progress  of  humanity. 

For  this  hegemony  is  seriously  menaced.  If  we 
were  to  believe  M.  de  Lapouge,  nothing  would 
be  more  surprising  than  his  picture  of  the 
Alpine  man,  that  inferior  example  of  the  human 
species,  driving  before  him  (in  modern  times) 
the  Aryan  who  is  so  evidently  predestined  to 
rule  the  world.  A  sure  fact,  however,  a  phe- 
nomenon that  has  been  established  scientifically, 
for  the  proportion  of  the  brachycephalous  in- 
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creases  ceaselessly  since  the  dawn  of  history.  How 
can  we  explain  the  enigma  ?  Gobineau  explained 
it,  if  I  remember  rightly,  by  "  mixture,"  by 
alliances  imprudently  contracted  throughout 
history  between  masters  and  slaves,  and  he  held 
that  the  ancient  sexual  error  of  the  dominating 
race  was  for  ever  irremediable.  M.  de  Lapouge, 
highly  original  at  this  point,  resolves  the  problem 
by  natural  selection  exercising  itself  in  the  social 
frame,  and  his  remedy  is  artificial  social  selection, 
which  he  proposes  without  delay  to  put  into 
practice.  I  shall  relate  by  what  means.  Thanks 
to  him,  Aryanism  (and  simultaneously  Ger- 
manism, its  successor),  the  doctrine  which  with 
Gobineau  was  pessimist  by  necessity  and  sorrow- 
fully retrospective,  finds  scientific  arguments 
which  enable  it  to  look  towards  the  future  with 
a  smile  of  radiant  hope.  Such  services  are  not 
easily  forgotten.  The  interested  adepts  of  the 
Imperialist  religion  can  scarcely  find  words  to 
express  sufficient  gratitude  to  the  man  who  has, 
as  it  were,  reaffirmed  its  present  attitude  and  lit 
up  the  perspectives  of  the  future. 


86  German  Doctrine  of  Conquest 


ii 

The  Social  Selections 

Let  me  recall  in  a  word  the  ingenious  doctrine 
of  natural  social  selections.  The  anthropologists 
of  the  Aryanist  school  see  in  each  social  insti- 
tution of  Christian  Europe  an  implacable  enemy 
of  the  long-skulled  Aryan,  a  monstrous  octopus 
which  has  slowly  sucked  up  its  generous  blood, 
thinned  its  armies,  and  insensibly  eliminated 
it  from  the  domains  which  once  it  occupied. 
Above  all,  for  instance,  military  selection  has 
suppressed  in  youth  all  men  of  initiative  and 
courage,  because  these  exposed  themselves  to 
the  bullets  of  the  enemy.  Then  political  selection, 
that  is  to  say  the  tyranny  of  victorious  parties  and 
the  base  suggestions  of  envy,  often  destroy  the 
best  citizens.  .  .  .  Religious  selection  has  cast 
into  the  cloister  the  most  noble  souls,  depriving 
them  of  posterity  by  the  horrible  precept  of 
ecclesiastical  celibacy.  Finally  economic  selection, 
which  gives  wealth  to  the  best  endowed,  soon 
makes  posterity  the  prey  of  luxury  and  dele- 
terious idleness.  To  sum  up,  if  we  may  believe 
these  imperturbable  selectionists,  all  the  so- 
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called  progress  that  has  been  realised  around 
us  for  2000  years  has  worked  against  the  Aryan- 
German,  eliminating  him  by  the  action  of  his  very 
valour,  and  henceforth  leaving  the  field  open 
to  the  expansion  of  mediocre  and  rampant 
Alpines.  The  latter  do  not  owe  their  success 
to  any  native  qualities,  but  to  a  concourse  of 
circumstances  independent  of  their  will,  to  an 
entirely  mechanical  action  of  substitution  and 
replacement,  as  their  detractors  insistently  re- 
peat. 

All  this  is  as  convincing  as  purely  statistical 
deductions  can  possibly  be  when  their  basis  is 
so  narrow  and  their  interpretation  so  disputable. 
M.  de  Lapouge  has,  nevertheless,  reposed  his 
case  upon  these  humble  arguments,  and  he 
predicts  (saving  some  energetic  intervention) 
the  total  disappearance  of  the  Aryan  race,  which 
was  till  yesterday  still  preponderant  and  victorious 
in  Europe.  Where  Gobineau  required  long 
centuries  to  justify  the  decadence  of  a  civilisation 
of  Aryan  origin  by  the  deleterious  effect  of 
mixture  and  misalliance,  a  few  generations 
suffice  his  successor  when  the  same  process 
by  means  of  selection  is  at  work.  M.  Ammon, 
the  learned  anthropologist  of  Carlsruhe,  has 
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shown  in  effect,  by  means  of  very  precise  calcula- 
tions, how  rapidly  a  human  group,  equal  in 
numbers  to  another  human  group  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  given  historical  period,  can 
substitute  itself  for  that  other  if  any  cause 
whatever — a  higher  birth-rate  or  a  lower  mor- 
tality— assures  it  in  continuous  fashion  a  slow 
superiority  of  growth.  Let  there  be,  for  instance, 
an  average  of  four  children  per  family  on  the 
one  hand  and  three  only  on  the  other  ;  at  the 
end  of  three  hundred  years  the  favoured  group 
will  already  represent  93  per  cent  of  the  assumed 
total  of  human  beings  (Die  Naturelicbe  Auslese 
beim  Menschen,  Jena,  1893). 

Thus  were  another  Robert  Walpole  to  run 
through  the  French  countryside,  an  intelligent 
observer  like  his  predecessor  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago,  he  would  often  see  the  buildings 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  observe  its  dress,  hear 
its  speech.  Nevertheless,  another  people  would 
stand  before  his  eyes,  a  radically  different  race 
both  in  physical  structure  and  moral  aptitudes. 
It  is  like  reading  one  of  Hoffman's  contes,  is  it 
not  ?  One  people  is  substituted  for  another, 
whose  name,  whose  patrimony,  and  whose  repu- 
tation it  preserves.  What  a  mysterious  conquest 
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has  taken  place  under  the  protective  mantle  of 
morals  and  laws  !  Thus  in  periods  of  revolutionary 
confusion  servants  used  to  enter  the  skin  of  their 
masters,  men  used  to  incarnate  themselves  in  a 
feminine  personage,  maintaining  the  role  for  long 
years,  and  perhaps  exploiting  the  ancient  social 
conditions  of  families  that  had  disappeared  for 
ever.  Minds  penetrated  with  M.  de  Lapouge's 
conviction  tend  to  accept  miracles. 

Selection  has  long  been  guilty  of  perversion 
and  of  disorder.  A  miracle  indeed  is  demanded 
by  M.  de  Lapouge,  a  miracle  in  the  inverse 
sense,  a  wonderful  and  striking  restoration  or 
renewal  of  youth.  As  regards  the  Aryan,  heaven's 
favourite,  the  momentary  victim  of  his  own 
perfections,  the  sins  of  natural  social  selection 
may  be  purged  by  social  artificial  selection,  by 
systematic  selection,  the  merits  of  which  our 
learned  compatriot  has  done  his  best  to  define. 

He  is  in  the  condition  of  mind  that  is  suitable 
to  a  convinced  Darwinian  ;  that  of  an  experi- 
enced cattle-breeder  who  aims  at  applying  in  future 
to  human  kind  certain  methods  of  improvement, 
the  excellence  of  which  has  been  demonstrated 
by  long  success.  The  preliminary  anatomical 
studies  which  produced  that  illustrious  book, 
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The  Origin  of  Species,  were  greatly  facilitated 
by  the  experimental  research  of  English  breeders 
and  the  care  with  which  the  genealogies  of 
thoroughbreds  had  been  preserved  in  Britain. 
Darwin  owed  more  than  one  of  his  discoveries 
to  the  anonymous  collaboration  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  had  so  skilfully  modified  for  practical 
ends  the  animal  products  of  their  model  farms ; 
from  their  very  practical  efforts  as  agronomists 
he  drew,  as  it  were,  philosophical  conclusions. 
Subsequently  the  more  audacious  of  his  followers 
unhesitatingly  introduced  into  their  speculations 
on  the  human  race  the  morality  of  the  stable  or 
the  farmyard,  the  morality  to  which  we  owe  the 
beautiful  horses  of  Yorkshire  or  of  Durham,  and 
M.  de  Lapouge  declares  complacently  that  in  the 
days  of  South  American  slavery  certain  traffickers 
in  black  flesh  organised  regular  human  breeding 
studs  "  whence  the  superb  creole  race  emerged." 
He  dreams  of  applying  a  process  of  this  sort 
to  humanity  as  a  whole.  According  to  his 
principle  the  whole  human  race  can  be  brought 
to  the  desired  perfection.  "  Out  of  a  group  of 
Australians  of  pure  race  or  of  Esquimaux  a 
perfect  humanity  quite  like  a  group  of  pure- 
blooded  Aryans  may  arise."  The  present  ad- 
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vantage  of  the  Aryans,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  result  to  be  obtained,  only  consists  in  the 
"  natural  advance  of  a  certain  number  of  genera- 
tions." But  it  is  wise  to  profit  from  a  like 
advance  where  it  exists,  and  since  the  Aryans, 
their  sub-races  and  their  half-breeds  appear  at 
present  to  have  the  privilege  of  supplying  superior 
minds,  the  intellectual  type  proposed  as  term 
of  the  enterprise  should  resemble,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  blonde  Aryan  type.  A  suggestion 
which  German  readers  bear  in  mind,  as  we  shall 
see. 

Artificial  and  systematic  selection  requires 
a  double  effort  ;  it  must  be  at  the  same  time 
negative  and  positive  ;  negative  in  so  far  as  it 
sets  out  to  remove  from  the  field  of  its  action 
those  elements  that  are  unfavourable  to  the 
realisation  of  the  dreamed-of  species ;  positive 
when  it  occupies  itself  in  encouraging  the  repro- 
duction of  individuals  whose  posterity  shall 
tend  towards  the  desired  type.  In  the  exercise 
of  negative  selection  M.  de  Lapouge  shows  him- 
self truly  pitiless.  Sparta  being,  in  his  opinion, 
the  city  "  in  which  the  Aryan  received  his  full 
development  in  the  past,"  he  approves  un- 
reservedly of  the  views  of  Lycurgus  not  only 
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on  matrimonial  morals  and  methods  of  education, 
but  also  on  the  dangers  of  mistaken  pity  or 
charity,  that  is  on  the  necessity  of  suppressing 
the  weak.  He  would,  for  instance,  inflict  capital 
punishment  on  all  degenerate  criminals,  on  all 
gangrenous  beings  whose  presence  in  prisons  and 
in  penitentiaries  is  a  useless  danger  to  society. 
The  question  of  habitual  criminals  admits, 
in  his  opinion,  "  of  only  one  certain  solution, 
economic,  energetically  selective,  death."  Since, 
however,  all  degenerates  do  not  become  criminals, 
a  pretext  for  exercising  energetic  negative  se- 
lection may  sometimes  be  lacking.  M.  de  Lapouge 
therefore  gives  certain  details  of  the  physiological 
methods  which  the  law  might  decree  with  a  view 
to  suppressing  without  cruelty  all  hope  of 
posterity  among  those  citizens  whom  science 
has  convicted  of  being  the  depositaries  of  a 
dangerous  or  even  of  a  mediocre  heredity  (Anglo- 
Saxon  America,  according  to  M.  de  Lapouge, 
has  taken  this  path,  and  he  gives  interesting 
details  of  certain  "  selective  "  laws  now  applied 
in  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Texas  and  Ohio).  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  this  delicate  subject,  and  will  merely  note 
the  "  more  or  less  desirable "  methods  which 
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M.  de  Lapouge  recommends  for  the  elimination 
of  social  wasters.  He  proposes  to  encourage 
their  tendencies  towards  drunkenness,  debauch 
and  idleness.  "  I  do  really  believe,"  he  writes 
in  a  picturesque  manner,  "  that  if  France  had 
a  town  in  which  alcohol  was  served  gratis, 
a  succulent  and  fatal  bait,  all  our  drunkards 
would  concentrate  there  like  slugs  in  a  garden 
under  the  leaf  of  a  buttered  cabbage." 

As  regards  positive  selection  we  shall  gain 
an  idea  of  its  methods  if  we  transport  ourselves 
once  more  in  thought  to  those  model  farms  in 
which  the  future  prize-winners  at  agricultural 
shows  are  bred.  The  state  of  the  future  will 
establish  a  man-book  or  official  genealogy  of  pure- 
blooded  humanity,  just  as  rural  England  possesses 
stud  books,  herd  books  for  the  stable,  the  stall  and 
the  kennel.  M.  de  Lapouge  professes  to  have  an 
absolute  veneration  for  the  "  eugenic,"  that  is  to 
say  the  man  who  is  capable  of  having  excellent 
children.  On  this  privileged  person  is  imposed 
the  noblest  of  tasks,  and  the  accomplishment  of 
his  "  duty  towards  the  species "  must  admit  of 
no  feebleness,  no  sacrifice  to  the  matrimonial 
prejudices  of  society,  nor  to  the  narrow  spirit 
of  the  law.  If  he  be  really  resolved  to  give 
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birth  to  the  greatest  possible  number  of  children, 
an  "  eugenic  "  can  succeed,  in  spite  of  obstacles 
facing  him  upon  his  road,  in  leaving  behind  him 
"  an  incredible  posterity  "  !  "A  thousand  and 
three  "  sings,  in  Mozart's  opera,  the  servant  of 
Don  Juan,  that  hero  who  will  be  canonised  as  a 
forerunner  by  the  selectionist  religion  of  the 
future.  As  we  await  the  official  polygamical 
medical  commission  which  is  to  dispense  this 
advantageous  diploma,  is  it  not  likely  that 
unworthy  candidates  will,  proprio  motu,  act  on 
their  own  responsibility,  write  their  own  certifi- 
cates and  give  themselves  full  freedom  from  the 
laws  without  appreciable  benefit  to  the  species  ? 

However  that  may  be,  we  are  promised  much 
from  systematic  selection.  Hence,  "  at  the  end 
of  a  century  or  two  we  shall  be  knocking  up 
against  men  of  genius  in  the  street,  and  the 
most  illustrious  of  scholars  will  be  employed  at 
the  earthworks."  We  shall  manufacture  at 
will  a  humanity  of  musicians,  gymnasts  and 
naturalists.  "  The  triumph  of  politics  will  be 
to  manufacture,  by  selection,  a  society  of  op- 
timists who  will  always  be  content  with  every- 
thing." Here  the  author  seems  to  parody 
himself  and  to  make  fun  of  his  own  romance. 
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Is  he  more  serious  when  he  expects  from  his 
panacea  the  triumph  of  socialist  ideals  ?  What, 
in  effect,  he  asks,  is  the  objection  presented  by 
good  sense  to  the  reveries  of  the  social  reformers 
of  our  times  ?  They  ignore  human  nature,  they 
sell  our  essential  egotism  and  our  original  will  to 
power  too  cheaply.  Very  well !  but  a  humanity 
that  is  prepared  for  the  self -sacrifice  upon  which 
romantic  socialism  insists  can  be  realised  by 
selection  with  little  delay,  for  altruism  will  reign 
without  a  rival  in  the  race  of  the  future  if  we 
choose  its  fathers  on  the  model  of  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul,  "  Socialism  will  or  will  not  be  selec- 
tionist." This  lapidary  formula  resumes  at  the 
same  time  the  exigencies  of  M.  de  Lapouge  and 
his  vast  hopes.  The  triumph  of  collectivism  is 
only  possible  with  men  made  differently.  True, 
but  selection  can  create  such  men. 


RETROSPECTIVE  GERMANISM 
IN  GERMANY 


Wagnerian  Germanism 

THE  propositions  of  M.  de  Lapouge  (as  he  has 
formulated  them)  are  really  too  brutal  to  be 
accepted  either  by  the  pan-German  or  by  the 
Socialistic  party.  He  is  far  ahead  of  his  time, 
and  will  not  be  followed  at  present  by  numerous 
admirers.  But  in  Germany,  a  man  of  great 
talent  has  transposed  his  views  in  a  more  in- 
sinuating fashion,  borrowing  from  him,  on  the 
one  hand,  his  attractive  optimism,  replacing, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  purely  physiological 
or  medical  processes  of  his  systematic  selection 
by  methods  of  a  kind  best  described  as  moral 
and  intellectual.  "  The  question  of  race," 
writes  Mr.  Houston  Stewart  Chamberlain,  "  is 

more  complex  than  the   Gobinist   School  s.up- 
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poses,  and  I  think  that  its  psychological  solution 
is  more  desirable  than  the  radical  measures  of 
which  an  impossible  empiricism  has  conceived 
the  dream."  Such,  indeed,  was  the  sense  of  his 
effort.  I  have  already  studied  his  principal  work, 
The  Foundations  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
I  have  praised  his  aesthetic  noble  mysticism,  his 
occasional  breadth  of  vision,  his  hospitable 
conception  of  a  Slavo-Celto-Germanic  race  which 
has  received  from  Heaven,  as  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege, the  mission  of  civilising  the  globe.  I  have 
remarked  that  ordinarily  he  sums  up  that  in- 
terminable composite  adjective  in  the  single 
word  Germanic.  One  of  his  critics  once  asked 
him  if  he  would  be  willing  in  the  same  way 
to  say  Celt  or  Slav  for  short.  It  is  unlikely, 
and  his  German  readers,  in  any  case,  have 
only  borrowed  from  his  sermons  such  arguments 
as  were  capable  of  upholding  their  Imperialism 
of  race.  They  have  exploited  his  ingenious 
ideas,  not  to  the  advantage  of  an  Aryan  or 
European  "  Slavo-Celto-German,"  which,  by 
hypothesis,  forms  the  elite  of  the  human  species, 
but  to  the  profit  of  the  German  of  the  Christian 
era,  and,  above  all,  to  the  profit  of  the  actual 
citizens  of  the  German  Empire. 
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We  can  convince  ourselves  of  this  by  merely 
glancing  through  the  writings  of  his  innumerable 
commentators  or  continuators.*  Take,  for  ex- 
ample, the  characteristic  brochure  of  M.  Georg 
Fuchs,  Der  Kaiser,  die  Kultur  und  die  Kunst, 
which  is  a  subtle  application  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's ideas  to  contemporary  German  politics, 
an  application  which  reproduces  faithfully  the 
demeanour  of  his  thought  and  even  the  colour 
of  his  style.  Emperor  William  appears  in  these 
pages  as  a  Messiah  of  the  new  Germanist  religion. 
This  open-minded  sovereign  has  displayed,  it  is 
said,  a  visible  and  even  a  palpable  sympathy  with 
a  thinker,  who,  though  English  by  origin,  is 
German  in  culture  and  at  heart,  and  who  has  so 
happily  interpreted  the  lofty  aspirations  of 
Teutonic  Imperialism.  [This  sympathy  has 
displayed  itself  in  the  Emperor's  public  speeches 
and  in  an  anonymous  gift  of  10,000  marks 
to  be  directed  to  the  free  distribution  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  book  in  the  public  libraries  of 
the  Empire.  If  I  have  qualified  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's Germanism  as  Wagnerian  it  is  because 

*  For  example,  Polks  turn  und  Wellmachty  by  A.  Wirth  ;  Das 
Germnnentum  und  seln  Verfoll>  by  Englemann  ;  the  more  recent 
editions  of  Reines  Deutschum^  by  F.  Lange. 
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he  is  the  most  popular  biographer  of  Richard 
Wagner,  whose  eldest  daughter  he  has  recently 
married ;  strong  bonds  connect  his  doctrine 
with  the  Wagnerian  philosophy  of  art  and 
history.]  Since  I  had  occasion  to  examine 
his  doctrine,  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  added  little 
on  his  own  account  to  that  monument  of  his- 
torical philosophy,  the  plan  of  which  he  traced 
in  the  celebrated  Foundations  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  A  large  volume  on  Kant  and  his 
predecessors  which  does  not  dwell  upon  the 
question  of  race,  and  in  which  the  aesthetic 
mysticism  of  the  romantic  age  alone  finds 
unreserved  expression,  has  not  had  anything 
like  so  striking  a  success  among  our  neighbours. 
But  the  Foundations,  at  least,  is  still  a  contem- 
porary influence,  capable  of  stirring  up  much 
controversial  discussion.  Mr.  Chamberlain  has 
a  definite  place  in  the  history  of  European 
thought  at  the  opening  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. 
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From  Democratic  Mysticism  to  Race 
Mysticism 

Beside  Mr.  Chamberlain,  that  orb  of  the 
first  magnitude,  a  star  of  more  modest  dimensions 
shone  for  some  time  in  the  firmament  of  theo- 
retical pan-Germanism.  Its  light  was  sufficiently 
lively,  it  held  the  attention  of  fascinated  observers, 
then  it  was  suddenly  detached  from  the  empyrean 
and  extinguished  for  ever  beneath  the  waves.* 
This  star  is  that  of  Dr.  Ludwig  Woltmann, 
whose  short  but  fruitful  career  I  will  describe 
in  a  few  words.  Born  at  Solingen  in  1871, 
he  studied  medicine  in  order  that  he  might 
be  assured  of  daily  bread,  and  acquired  a  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  order  that  he  might 
satisfy  his  dominant  tastes.  He  was  first  attracted 
by  the  social  mysticism  of  Marx,  so  adroitly 
disguised  under  a  scientific  or  even  algebraical 
appearance,  and  therefore  he  adhered  to  the 
credo  of  the  Social  Democrats,  and  engaged  for 
some  time  in  the  propaganda  of  that  party. 

*  Dr.  Woltmann  was  drowned  in  the  Mediterranean  early 
in  1907  at  the  age  of  thirty-five. 
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All  the  while,  his  mind,  which  had  ripened  in 
the  Darwinian  atmosphere  of  modern  labora- 
tories and  clinics,  could  not  long  be  a  prisoner 
of  that  imprudent  psychological  optimism,  the 
heritage  of  Rousseau  and  of  Fourier,  which 
inspired  the  Communist  Manifesto,  and,  still 
later,  in  spite  of  appearances,  the  Capital  of 
Marx.  His  writings  at  the  time  betray  his 
scruples  and  reveal  his  sincere  examinations 
of  conscience.  In  1899,  along  with  M.  Edward 
Bernstein,  he  inaugurated  a  curious  neo-Kantian 
movement.  This  movement  ended,  in  1899,  in 
an  attempt  to  revise  the  Socialist  programme, 
which  a  few  honest  and  experienced  men  hoped 
henceforward  to  place  upon  a  more  rational  and 
less  mystical  basis.  Woltmann  courageously 
outlined  his  proposals  of  reform  at  the  Working- 
men's  Congress  of  Hanover,  to  which  he  had 
been  sent  by  his  constituents.  Subsequently  the 
aims  of  the  revisionists  were  anathematised  by 
the  doctrinaires  of  Marxian  orthodoxy,  and 
Woltmann  retired  from  the  party. 

He  was  young,  and  still  eager  to  put  his 
powers  of  work  and  of  synthesis  at  the  service 
of  another  Imperialist  enterprise,  and  he  had, 
his  friends  tell  us,  the  temperament  of  a  mystic. 


Democratic  to  Race  Mysticism    103 

His  first  intellectual  misadventure  did  not  pro- 
tect him  from  new  illusions,  and  he  only  escaped 
from  democratic  mysticism  from  belief  in  the 
"  natural  goodness  "  of  the  proletariat,  "  God's 
ally,"  by  being  at  once  captured  by  the  mysticism 
of  race,  by  enthusiasm  for  the  providential  mission 
of  the  light-haired  German.  Romantic  indi- 
vidualism, rejuvenated  by  Nietzsche's  preaching, 
seems  at  this  epoch  to  have  seduced  him  for  a 
moment ;  but  the  prophecies  of  the  Superman 
brought  him  into  contact  with  the  learned  in- 
spirers  of  Nietzsche's  final  intellectual  period, 
Broca,  Virchow  and  Gobineau,  and  Woltmann 
went  further  than  his  master  in  voyages  to 
countries  that  had  been  scarcely  yet  explored. 
He  studied  the  precursors  and  the  contemporary 
artisans  of  Imperialist  sociology:  Herder,  Fall- 
merayer,  Klemm,  Gumplowicz,  Wilser,  Ratzel, 
Ratzenhofer,  Ammon,  Lapouge,  Muffang,  etc. 
Fascinated  and  vanquished  by  these  ingenious 
reformers,  he  gave  himself  up  wholly  to  the 
propaganda  of  his  transformed  convictions. 

To  this  end  he  founded,  in  1902,  the 
Review  of  Political  Anthropology,  which  evidently 
answered  to  one  of  the  intellectual  needs  of  the 
period,  for  it  met  at  once  with  a  favourable 
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welcome,  and  it  continued  for  nine  years  to 
accumulate  in  its  columns  an  incredible  wealth 
of  ideas  and  facts  which  were  often  disputable, 
but  always  suggestive  and  interesting.  Mysticism 
of  race  and  theoretical  Germanism  had  formerly 
expressed  themselves  for  the  second  romantic 
generation  in  the  Zeitungfuer  Einsiedler,  for  the 
third,  in  the  Grenzboten,  for  the  fourth,  in  the 
Bayreuther  Blaetter.  Woltmann's  Review  fulfils 
a  similar  office  for  the  fifth  romantic  generation, 
that  of  our  own  day,  which  is  trying  to 
adapt  to  the  present  conditions  of  the  science 
an  effort  of  expansion  and  accumulation  which  is 
as  old  as  life.  Let  me  add  that  the  founder 
of  the  Politiscb-Anthropologische  Revue  worked 
hard  at  the  head  of  his  contributors,  and  gave  his 
magazine  a  number  of  important  essays  of  all 
sorts,  none  of  which  is  without  value. 

The  success  of  this  enterprise  assured  him 
henceforth  of  bread  and  butter,  and  Woltmann 
definitely  abandoned  medicine,  and  put  the 
finishing  touches  to  the  theoretical  work  which 
sums  up  the  intellectual  effort  of  his  studious 
youth.  His  Political  Anthropology  is  a  clear, 
exact  and  complete  exposition  of  the  consequences 
of  Darwinism  applied  to  social  questions ;  but  it 
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fails  to  express  any  great  originality  of  view  even 
in  the  last  two  chapters,  which  frankly  affirm  his 
new  Germanist  convictions.     Whether  original 
or  not,  these  conclusions  struck  the  judges  of  a 
competition  instituted  by  Frederick  Krupp  as 
extravagant.      Woltmann    hoped    to    win    the 
Krupp  prize.     His  book  was  put  in  the  third 
class.    The  works  preferred  to  his  were  inferior, 
but  in  public  examinations  does  not  the  sincere 
work  almost  inevitably  succumb  to  the  mediocre 
and    the    banal    production  ?      Woltmann    was 
naive  enough  to  be  astonished  by  the  snub  ;   he 
was  even  weak  enough  to  be  angry.     He  was 
hardly  safe  from  poverty  at  this  period  ;   yet  he 
publicly  refused  the  pecuniary  recompense  which 
was  due  to  the  third  prize-winner  in  the  Krupp 
competition.    The  gesture  had  dignity.    But  the 
unfortunate    candidate    now    indulged    in    pas- 
sionate  recriminations   in   the   columns   of   the 
press,  and  particularly  in  the  pages  of  his  own 
Review,  and  his  unphilosophical  disappointment 
influenced  his  intellectual  activity  for  the  short 
time  which  he  still  had  to  live.    His  endeavour 
henceforth  was  to  oblige  his  critics  to  agree  with 
him,    and   to   assert,    by   methods    of   scientific 
anthropology,  that  the  Germanic  race  has  pos- 
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sessed  in  modern  Europe  the  monopoly  of 
creative  power.  But  his  work  on  the  history  of 
Imperialist  sociology  scattered  through  his 
Review  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  interesting  than 
his  hasty  researches  into  the  origins  of  men  of 
genius. 


in 

Germanism  and  Genius 

It  was  an  unfortunate  inspiration,  in  my 
opinion,  for  he  was  thus  induced  to  waste 
almost  wholly  some  years  of  work  which  might 
have  had  more  fruitful  results.  All  that  was 
necessary  to  say  on  the  subject  had  already  been 
said  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Chamberlain,  if  indeed  that 
philosopher  of  history  had  not  already  outrun 
the  measure.  One  reads,  in  fact,  in  The  Founda- 
tions of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  "  One  single 
promenade  in  the  Museum  of  Berlin,  in  the 
gallery  of  the  busts  of  the  Renaissance,  will 
convince  us  that  the  type  of  the  great  Italians 
of  the  time  has  now  almost  completely  dis- 
appeared beyond  the  Alps.  Since  the  Quat- 
trocento, Italian  Germanism  has  suffered  a 
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complete  shipwreck  !  "  Now,  not  satisfied  with 
visiting  the  Berlin  Museum,  in  order  to  curse 
his  judges  at  leisure  before  the  effigies  of  the 
Farnese  or  the  Medicis,  the  unhappy  candidate 
for  the  Krupp  prize  commenced  to  explore 
as  quickly  as  possible  all  the  museums  of  the 
Latin  countries,  in  order  to  show  his  contra- 
dictors plainly  that  the  great  men  of  the  Roman 
nations  were  without  exception  Germans.  Of 
these  expeditions  of  moral  conquest  he  cata- 
logued the  booty  in  two  resounding  books : 
The  Renaissance  in  Italy  and  The  Germans 
in  France.  I  shall  rapidly  examine  their  con- 
tents. 

Woltmann  would  not  pardon  Taine  for  having 
written  that  the  Latin  foundation  of  the  Italian 
population  remained  intact  throughout  the  Chris- 
tian era  under  a  thin  covering  of  Germanic 
alluvion,  that  this  Ausonian  race  had  the  good 
fortune  not  to  be  Germanised  by  its  masters  of 
an  hour,  and  remained  faithful  to  its  classical 
traditions ;  so  that  in  the  fifteenth  century  it 
could  renew  without  an  effort  the  course  of  its 
artistic  destinies,  that  had  been  disturbed  for  a 
moment  by  the  vandalism  of  its  masters.  An 
impudent  counter-truth !  cries  the  editor  of  the 
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Review  of  Political  Anthropology.  The  Italian 
Renaissance  was  neither  Roman  nor  Greek  in 
its  source ;  on  the  contrary,  we  must  regard 
it  as  "  an  intellectual  development  of  the  Ger- 
manic race  submitted  to  certain  local  influences 
of  tradition  and  milieu."  The  assertion  would 
be  sufficiently  proved  if  one  could  clearly  es- 
tablish that  all  the  illustrious  men  of  the  Italian 
Renaissance  were  the  authentic  sons  of  the 
German  conquerors.  What  would  be  the  ele- 
ments of  such  a  demonstration  ?  One  would 
at  first  look  up  the  genealogies  of  great  men. 
It  might  be  possible  to  establish,  by  charts 
or  documents,  the  origins  of  their  families. 
But  that  would  be  a  rare  piece  of  luck.  Usually 
an  inspection  of  names  should  be  sufficient ; 
Donatello  was  a  Bardi  whose  German  ancestors 
may  have  had  the  German  name  of  Barth. 
Vittorino  da  Feltre,  the  restorer  of  humanism, 
should  be  attached  to  the  noble  house  of  Ram- 
boldini,  an  appellation  the  sound  of  which  is 
Lombard.  Giotto,  Alighieri,  Bruno,  Ghiberti, 
Vinci,  Santi,  Vecellio,  Tasso,  Buonarotti  are, 
in  German,  Jotte,  Aigler,  Braun,  Wilbert,  Wincke, 
Sandt,  Wetzell,  Dasse,  Bohnrodt.  Similarly 
Velasquez,  Murillo,  Vaz  (Camoens)  are  Velahisc, 


Germanism  and  Genius         109 

Moerl,  Watz,  Visigoth  names,  and  Arouet, 
Diderot,  Gounod  were  formerly  pronounced 
Arwid,  Tietroh,  Gundiwald.* 

Anthropological  aspects  always  furnish  Wolt- 
mann  with  his  favourite  arguments.  Tallness, 
fair  hair,  blue  eyes,  strong  nose,  clear  or  reddish 
skin,  these  are  the  physical  traits  to  which  he 
appeals  when  attempting  to  rob  Latinism  of 
its  most  precious  offspring.  One  of  these  traits 
is  sometimes  sufficient  to  establish  his  conviction  ; 
it  would  indeed  be  unlucky  if  all  were  simultane- 
ously absent  in  the  great  men  whom  Germanism 
wants  to  annex.  Look  amongst  the  Italians, 
Cherubini  rebels  against  this  forced  enrolment 
because  he  has  black  hair  and  eyes  like  coal ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  skin  was  probably  clear. 
It  is  enough  !  A  new  recruit  has  been  enlisted 
who  will  strengthen  the  imposing  battalion  of 
great  Germans  of  the  past,  for  clear  skin,  or  skin 
that  is  easily  coloured  by  emotion,  is  the  supreme 
resource  of  Dr.  Woltmann  in  the  course  of  his 
too  complacent  inquiry.  And,  nevertheless,  he 
himself  recognises  in  his  moments  of  sangfroid 
that  this  last  characteristic  is  almost  universally 
spread  amongst  the  populations  of  Europe, 

*  Die  Germanen  in  Frankreich. 
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since  light  skin  has  precisely  given  birth  to  the 
notion  of  a  white  homogeneous  and  (as  a  whole) 
superior  race :  a  fallacious  and  false  notion 
in  so  far  as  it  accords  to  the  mediocre  Alpines 
and  to  the  Heaven-favoured  Germans  the  same 
pre-eminence  without  legitimate  distinction. 

Woltmann's  book  on  Germanism  in  France 
is  more  schematic  and  more  summary  than  his 
study  of  the  Italian  Renaissance.  Having  given 
the  views  of  MM.  de  Lapouge  and  Ammon 
on  the  anthropological  past  of  our  country  and 
adjacent  regions,  he  describes  his  voyage  of 
discovery  in  the  museums  and  libraries  of  France. 
Our  compatriots  welcomed  him  most  amiably, 
and  this  courtesy  formed,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
traveller,  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  reserve  of 
another  Latin  nation  whose  scholars  unanimously 
refused  to  reply  to  the  questions  addressed  to 
them.  France  once  more  showed  itself  in  these 
circumstances,  he  says,  a  country  of  good  and 
gracious  manners.  And  so,  in  order  to  return 
courtesy  for  courtesy,  he  assures  us  that  the 
Germanic  element  of  our  actual  population,  that 
is  to  say,  our  actual  aristocracy,  is  now  almost 
completely  confined  to  the  intellectual  spheres, 
which  means  that  we  occupy  in  the  domain  of 
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the  mind  the  privileged  situation  which  we  have 
lost  in  politics.  How  could  a  Frenchman  not 
be  secretly  touched  by  so  flattering  an  affirma- 
tion ? 

Dr.  Woltmann  had  set  himself  a  task  of  de- 
termining, during  his  voyage  in  France,  the 
anthropological  characteristics  of  the  two  hundred 
most  celebrated  personages  of  our  national  history. 
He  had  previously  made  out  his  list,  only  placing 
in  it  three  living  men  whose  genius  seemed  to  him 
at  present  to  be  consecrated  by  the  admiration  of 
Europe  :  Berthelot  (who  died  shortly  afterwards), 
MM.  Saint-Saens  and  Rodin.  The  study  of  the 
living  and  of  those  who  died  but  yesterday 
presented  few  difficulties,  and  the  German 
scholar  quickly  found  in  the  hair,  pupil,  stature 
and  epidermis  all  that  suited  his  theory.  But 
when  he  wished  to  gain  information  on  the 
illustrious  men  of  olden  times  he  met  with  diffi- 
culties of  all  sorts.  He  read,  for  example,  in  a 
biography  of  Racine  this  terribly  banal  description 
of  physical  traits :  "  Racine  was  fairly  tall,  his 
features  were  agreeable,  his  glance  open,  his 
physiognomy  at  the  same  time  gentle  and 
animated."  There  was  no  prize  in  this,  no  booty 
for  a  Germanist  on  campaign.  He  learned  that 
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the  artist  de  Lesueur  was  endowed  with  a  digni- 
fied and  graceful  exterior,  which  betrayed  a 
soul  above  the  common,  and  retained  to  the 
end  of  his  life  a  rare  nobility  of  look  and  a  real 
beauty.  What  can  one  make  of  such  a  portrait? 
Doubtless  we  have  here  certain  psychological 
and  moral  presumptions  of  Germanism  which 
might  content  an  H.  S.  Chamberlain ;  but 
Woltmann  wants  physiological  precision,  and 
we  perceive  that  he  has  vainly  consulted  many 
eloquent  biographies. 

The  use  of  wigs  and  powder  during  the  two 
most  brilliant  centuries  of  our  history  was  a 
new  embarrassment  to  our  German  investigator. 
But  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  Wolt- 
mann quickly  discovered  that  wigs  were  often 
the  same  colour  as  the  natural  hair  of  the  in- 
dividual who  wore  them  ;  and  as  to  powder, 
custom  desired,  he  said,  that  it  should  be  more 
lightly  laid  on  the  curls  around  the  face  than  on 
the  top  of  the  head-dress.  It  is  enough  that  in 
sincere  portraits  of  the  past  we  can  usually 
discover  the  tone  of  the  hair  which  the  powder 
covers.  Having  established  so  much,  the  doctor 
had  no  difficulty  in  discovering  in  almost  all  our 
great  men  some  German  traits,  if  it  was  only 
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a  clear  complexion,  his  last  resource,  as  I  have 
remarked.  He  even  dispenses  with  this  charac- 
teristic in  the  case  of  J.  J.  Rousseau,  who  was 
short  and  dark-haired  from  babyhood,  with 
brown  eyes  and  a  brown  skin  which  grew  animated 
in  the  fire  of  conversation  ;  "  with  this  type," 
our  scholar  writes  naively,  "  we  approach  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  representatives  of  the  brown 
Alpine  race."  What  more  is  needed,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  to  connect  one  incontestably, 
absolutely,  with  that  disinherited  race  when  a 
German  does  you  the  honour  of  desiring  your 
cousinship  !  And  to  think  that  certain  contem- 
porary critics  actually  accuse  Rousseau  of  having 
exercised  upon  French  and  Latin  thought  an 
evil  Germanic  influence !  Certainly  if  the 
anthropology  of  genius  which  speaks  with  so 
certain  a  voice  in  treating  of  the  great  men  of 
yesterday  wished  to  discern  those  of  to-morrow, 
it  would  experience  some  of  those  disappointments 
which  have  at  all  times  chagrined  the  grapholo- 
gists and  the  chiromancers.  By  the  way,  Wolt- 
mann  encountered  only  one  celebrated  French- 
man who  had  no  Germanic  traits.  He  was  La 
Rochefoucauld,  our  one  great  man  who  might 
have  some  chance  of  establishing  his  filiation  with 
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the  Franks  of  the  Conquest.     What  an  irony  of 
fate  ! 

In  reality  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  great 
blonde-haired  race  from  the  North  and  the 
mediocre  dark  race  from  the  Alps  or  the  Cevennes, 
if  ever  they  were  plainly  distinct  in  the  past,  have 
now,  after  innumerable  centuries,  mingled  almost 
everywhere.  Each  one  of  us  carries  in  his  blood 
something  of  theirs,  and  shows  in  his  physical 
appearance  some  trait  of  the  one  or  the  other 
kind.  A  propitious  situation  in  which  to  make 
exclusive  interpretations  !  May  we  be  per- 
mitted to  express  an  opinion  on  the  method 
of  Germanist  anthropology  by  the  evangelical 
process  of  parable  ?  I  shall  imagine  a  mer- 
chant in  hosiery  who  wishes  to  acquire  certain 
stuffs,  the  colours  in  which  are  graduated  from 
blue  to  red,  several  intermediary  shades  being 
present,  for  fashion  has  passed  her  verdict  for 
the  coming  season.  I  shall  also  suppose  that 
these  stuffs  are  weaved  with  very  fine  blue  and 
red  thread,  and  that  the  variable  proportion 
of  the  thread  produces  violet,  plum,  orchid 
and  lilac  shades,  an  "  aubergine,"  and  various 
other  tones  of  new  style.  Now,  the  maker  of 
the  blue  threads,  who  is  very  active  in  business, 
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having  been  educated  in  some  Realschule  of 
our  neighbours,  has  paid  a  separate  visit  to  the 
merchant  buyer,  in  order  to  advise  him  in  his 
choice. 

"  Here  is  a  nice  violet,"  says  the  merchant. 

The  maker  is  enchanted.  "  You  are  right ; 
the  reason  is  that  it  contains  a  lot  of  blue  thread." 

"  Here  is  an  '  aubergine.'  I  was  asked  last 
year  for  its  fellow." 

"  No  doubt,  no  doubt,  it  isn't  bad,  although 
rather  red  in  my  opinion  ;  but  see  at  the  loop 
those  pretty  blue  threads  which  cross  the  tissue 
from  all  sides." 

"  I'll  take  this  rose  *  orchid.'  The  charming 
Countess  of  X—  will  want  nothing  better 
for  dances  in  the  spring,  as  she  will  be  in  semi- 
mourning  six  months  after  the  death  of  her 
father-in-law." 

"  Do  you  really  think  that  that  sells  well  ?  " 
says  the  manufacturer  of  the  blue  thread  in 
disdain.  "It  is  much  too  reddish  in  my  opinion. 
But  still,  as  the  Countess  buys  it,  it  must  be  that 
the  tint  does  match.  See  the  way  that  these 
thin  filaments  of  azure  wind  here  and  there 
under  the  rose-coloured  woof,  they  give  charm 
and  value  to  the  material." 
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The  merchant  is  the  public  opinion  of  Europe, 
and  the  interested  friend  of  the  blue  is  the 
Germanist  who  adores  the  blue  blood  of  the 
men  of  the  North.  The  maker  of  the  red  thread, 
were  he  present,  would  talk  in  the  same  way  for 
bis  profit.  He  is  silent  to-day  from  indifference, 
but  he  may  become  talkative  later  on.  In  this 
summary  manner  are  the  Mongolian  peoples,  who 
came  from  Central  Asia  to  Europe  in  prehistoric 
times,  treated  by  the  friends  of  the  blondes. 
Well !  the  Chinese,  when  some  day  they  awaken 
from  their  secular  torpor  and  are  converted 
to  conscious  Imperialism,  may  also  want  to 
annex,  through  the  intermediary  of  their  cousins, 
the  brachycephalous  Alpines,  all  the  genius  of 
old  Europe. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  of  January,  in  the 
year  1907,  Dr.  Woltmann,  having  returned  to 
Italy  in  order  to  gather  new  documents  for 
the  second  edition  of  his  Renaissance,  was  im- 
prudent enough  to  bathe  on  the  beach  of  Sestri- 
Levante  in  the  Riviera,  in  spite  of  the  rigour  of 
the  season.  He  had  been  for  a  long  time 
threatened  with  heart  trouble,  and  was  struck 
by  a  congestion  and  drowned.  His  corpse  was 
never  discovered.  He  left  behind  him  a  work 
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that  is  interesting  on  account  of  its  sincerity, 
but  one  cannot  honestly  say  that  he  had  original 
genius  or  inspiration.  His  colleague,  inspirer 
and  friend,  Dr.  Wilser,  whose  studies  of  the 
Germans  of  the  barbarian  epoch  are  very  remark- 
able, appreciated  his  intellectual  effort  in  these 
terms :  "  Woltmann  cannot  be  said  to  have 
opened  new  paths  or  to  have  passed  into  un- 
explored places.  His  great  merit  is  to  have 
recognised,  among  the  paths  that  lay  before 
him,  those  which  led  most  surely  to  the  truth ; 
henceforth  he  walked  straight  ahead  with  im- 
perturbable tenacity." 


THE    PAN-GERMANISM    OF 
THE    FUTURE 

DR.  WOLTMANN  was  a  Germanist  in  the  purely 
theoretical  or  philosophical  sense  of  the  word, 
an  Aryanist,  a  mystical  admirer  of  the  capacities 
of  the  blonde  race  all  the  world  over,  rather 
than  a  pan-German  in  the  practical  and  po- 
litical sense  of  this  term.  The  Socialist  in- 
fluences of  his  youth  put  him  on  his  guard 
against  certain  enthusiasms,  and  he  could  never 
have  approved  of  the  political  methods  which 
maintain  the  Prussian  hegemony  in  Germany. 
To  a  pan-German  truly  worthy  of  the  name, 
whose  views  I  intend  to  set  out  in  the  following 
pages,  to  M.  Reimer,  he  expressed,  a  short  time 
before  his  death,  the  most  significant  doubts 
of  the  civilising  mission  of  the  German  nation : 
"  I  think,"  he  wrote,  "  that  it  is  very  question- 
able if  the  actual  trend  of  the  German  spirit 
and  the  inspiration  of  Prussian  politics  are  really 
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the  most  characteristic  of  Germanic  genius, 
and  the  most  worthy  of  the  blonde  race." 
His  Germanism  was  therefore  a  pure  moral 
ideal,  and  nothing  around  him  seemed  to  cor- 
respond perfectly  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  the 
man  to  whom  he  made  this  avowal  has  bravely 
tried  to  adapt  Germanist  theories  to  the  present 
situation  in  Europe,  to  the  immediate  destinies 
of  Germany,  and  to  construct  out  of  them  a 
complete  political  system,  a  pan-Germanism  as 
efficiently  armed  as  possible  for  the  satisfaction 
of  its  unmeasured  appetite  of  conquest.  Though 
an  Austrian  by  origin,  M.  Reimer  is  very  severe 
upon  his  natural  sovereigns  and  their  methods 
of  government.  His  hopes  rest  with  the  monarchy 
of  the  Hohenzollern,  and  he  has  been  able  to 
give  to  his  dream  of  a  pan-Germanist  Germany 
grouped  under  the  hegemony  of  Prussia  such 
precise  contours  and  so  audacious  a  relief  that  it 
will  be  highly  profitable  to  survey  for  a  moment 
these  giddy  perspectives. 
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M.  Reimer  knows,  in  short,  how  to  synthesise 
adroitly  the  lessons  of  his  precursors  whose 
gospel  of  mystical  Imperialism  I  have  just 
described.  He  admires  in  Gobineau  the  epic 
poet  of  the  destinies  of  the  blonde  race,  borrow- 
ing this  appreciation  from  my  own  book  on 
the  French  diplomatist.  He  willingly  accepts 
the  suggestions  of  Houston  Chamberlain  when 
the  question  of  preparing  a  suitable  religion  for 
the  Germanic  humanity  of  the  future  arises. 
He  maintains  at  the  same  time  that  the  author 
of  the  Foundations  of  the  Nineteenth  Century 
has  been  satisfied  with  a  too  strictly  psycho- 
logical definition  of  the  dominating  type.  For 
his  part  he  prefers  to  define  the  German 
by  his  physical  characteristics,  as  fixed  by  the 
works  of  MM.  de  Lapouge  and  Ammon,  and, 
as  we  shall  see,  he  also  adopts  the  majority  of 
the  selectionist  measures  proposed  by  the  first- 
named  of  these  two  scholars.  Finally,  Wolt- 
mann  succeeded  in  ripening  the  convictions  of 
M.  Reimer,  and  in  furnishing  him,  in  the 


122   German  Doctrine  of  Conquest 

writings  of  his  collaborators,  with  the  elements 
of  his  practical  propositions  suited  to  a  near 
future. 

Gobineau  and  H.  S.  Chamberlain  perceive 
in  Semiticism  and  in  Latinity,  its  inheritor, 
the  invading  powers  which  Germanism  must 
fear  and  combat.  Like  M.  de  Lapouge,  like 
Woltmann,  M.  Reimer  is  convinced,  on  the 
contrary,  that  "  the  German  alone  is  to  the 
German  a  dangerous  enemy,"  and  that  the 
hegemony  of  the  globe  has  been,  for  the  last 
fifteen  centuries,  disputed  between  Germanic 
powers  more  or  less  conscious  of  the  noble  element 
which  alone  gave  vigour  to  their  blood.  The 
Roman  Church,  the  absolute  monarchy  of  Louis 
XIV,  the  French  Revolution  are  among  the 
institutions  and  ideas  which  were  fruitful  solely 
because  they  were  the  work  of  Germans  ignorant 
of  their  own  race.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Hapsburgs,  the  inheritors  of  the  Holy  Empire, 
became  unworthy  of  realising  the  pan-German 
ideal  of  the  future,  it  was  because  they  attached 
themselves  to  the  impossible  project  of  a  Catholic 
monarchy  in  which  people  of  unequal  origins 
should,  nevertheless,  enjoy  equal  rights.  This 
sovereign  family,  dragging  after  it  its  clientele 
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of  little  Slavonic  nations,  saw  Sadowa  sound, 
after  Marengo  and  Ulm,  the  knell  of  its  retro- 
grade ambitions. 

It  appeared  likely  at  one  moment  that  another 
nation  was  destined  to  bring  the  "  Germanic  " 
ideal  to  triumph  !  France,  if  you  please  !  And 
we  should  approve  in  this  connexion  of  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  well-prepared 
minds  by  the  teaching  of  those  two  Frenchmen, 
Gobineau  and  de  Lapouge,  who  were  so  far 
from  suspecting  the  immediate  results  of  their 
sincere  intellectual  effort.  M.  Reimer,  indeed, 
speaks  commonly  of  the  universal  Germanic 
Empire,  of  the  French  nation  which  the  two 
Napoleons  tried  to  create  by  their  arms  during 
the  course  of  the  nineteenth  century.  By  this 
singular  designation  he  means  that  the  Germanic 
element,  which  alone  is  active  and  creative 
with  us  as  with  others,  twice  found  itself  about 
to  obtain  under  a  French  etiquette  the  hege- 
mony of  the  civilised  world.  However,  Sedan 
after  Waterloo  showed  that  France  was  no 
more  predestined  than  Austria  to  accomplish 
so  high  a  task,  and  that  in  our  veins  the  energetic 
blood  of  the  sovereign  race  had  already  been 
too  much  diluted. 
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The  most  Germanic  of  Continental  nations, 
Prussia,  having  triumphed  in  1866  and  in  1870 
over  her  secular  rivals,  is  henceforth  alone 
destined  to  realise  under  the  sceptre  of  the 
Hohenzollern  the  conquest  and  assimilation  of 
Central  Europe.  M.  Reimer  does  not  disguise 
his  belief  that  a  coming  war  against  France 
is  necessary,  if  a  country  whose  moral  failure  is 
in  his  opinion  definite  is  to  be  finally  disarmed. 
The  flank  of  Imperial  Prussia  must  be  assured, 
and  subsequently  France  will  be  absorbed,  in 
the  manner  I  am  about  to  describe,  in  order 
that  the  "  Germans  "  may  accomplish  the  most 
essential  necessities  of  their  mission. 

Her  neighbours  of  the  South  and  West  once 
reduced  to  powerlessness,  Prussia  as  the  pre- 
destined artisan  of  civilising  pan-Germanism, 
is,  nevertheless,  in  danger  of  encountering  a 
dangerous  force,  issue  of  her  own  womb,  the 
Socialist  Democratic  party,  and  M.  Reimer 
seems  tempted  to  exaggerate  rather  than  to 
minimise  the  importance  of  this  moral  force. 
It  is  certainly  curious  to  observe  at  close  quarters 
the  evolution  which  has  recently  taken  place 
in  the  mutual  relations  of  Imperialism  of  race 
and  of  Imperialism  of  class.  Gobineau,  a 
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legitimist  and  a  Catholic  by  origin,  an  aristocrat 
and  almost  a  feudalist  in  his  tendencies,  never 
felt  more  than  a  blind  dislike  of  the  democratic 
ideal,  and  in  this  respect  Mr.  Houston  Chamber- 
lain usually  associated  himself  with  the  senti- 
ments of  his  precursor,  for  Socialism,  at  least 
in  its  present  romantic  form,  seemed  to  him  to 
issue  from  Judaism  or  from  the  anarchical  dis- 
orders of  degenerate  Latinity.  M.  de  Lapouge 
was  already  of  another  opinion,  for  he  recognised 
the  persuasive  power  of  the  democratic  ideal, 
and  he  sought  to  lead  it  to  the  service  of  his 
own  views.  Did  he  not  write  in  the  Aryan  and 
his  Social  Role  these  significant  lines :  "  To-day 
many  Socialists  hold  that  the  movement  by 
which  wealth  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
the  few  should  be  favoured  by  all  means.  It  is 
the  simplest  and  gentlest  method  of  attaining  to 
the  nationalisation  of  the  means  of  production. 
It  will  be  sufficient  then  to  strike  at  a  small  and 
foreign  class.  I  have  myself  propagated  this 
idea  in  the  Socialist  party." 

But  the  benevolent  advice  of  the  learned 
author  of  the  Aryan  did  not  meet  among  the 
workers  with  the  warm  welcome  expected  of 
free  spirits,  and  in  other  circumstances  M.  de 


126    German  Doctrine  of  Conquest 

Lapouge  has  pictured  Socialism  as  an  insidious 
form  of  clericalism,  he  has  spoken  severely  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  labour  movement,  and  prophe- 
sied that  they  would  finally  succumb  to  Catho- 
licism. Their  psychology  in  his  opinion  is  that 
of  the  men  who  used  to  prostrate  themselves  in 
the  churches,  and  he  remarks  with  the  admirable 
impassivity  of  the  man  of  science,  "  let  us  not 
be  astonished  ;  they  descend  from  these."  In 
reality  they  descend  from  human  creatures  who 
always  required  of  some  comforting  mysticism 
hope  of  rapid  satisfaction  of  their  appetites  of 
conquest ;  and,  assuredly  the  romantic  mysticism, 
which  has  stimulated  but  too  often  led  astray 
the  sincere  effort  of  our  age  towards  social  pro- 
gress, and  which  is  formulated  in  the  collectivist 
or  anarchist  doctrines  of  the  epoch,  does  not 
lack  analogy  with  Christian  mysticism  emanci- 
pated from  traditional  authority.  For  this 
reason  M.  de  Lapouge  is  finally  induced  to  throw 
the  Socialists  into  the  company,  none  too  re- 
spectable in  his  eyes,  of  the  brachycephalous 
Alpines,  brains  accessible  to  all  illusions,  fashioned 
for  every  servitude.  The  Socialists,  therefore,  will 
soon  be  conquered  and  utterly  reduced  by  the 
"  Darwinists  of  the  future,"  that  is,  by  demo- 
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crats  converted  to  more  rational  methods  of 
conquest  and  turning  their  backs  on  the  egoistic 
illusions  on  human  nature  which  have  been 
too  often  propagated  by  moral  romanticism. 
"  Already,"  he  wrote  on  the  last  page  of  his 
great  work  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  warrior 
prophet,  "  already  the  Liberals,  the  Socialists, 
the  Anarchists  treat  us  Darwinians  as  barbarians. 
Well !  the  barbarians  are  coming  ;  the  besiegers 
of  the  social  fortress  are  besieged  in  their  turn, 
and  their  last  hope  of  resistance  is  to  shut  them- 
selves up  in  the  citadel  which  yesterday  they 
attacked.  The  near  future  will  display  this 
curious  spectacle  to  our  sons :  the  theoricians 
of  false  modern  democracy  constrained  to  shut 
themselves  up  in  the  citadel  of  clericalism.  .  .  . 
In  face  of  the  new  dogmas,  the  alliance  of  the 
men  of  the  Church,  with  those  of  the  Revolution 
will  be  the  great  fact  of  to-morrow. 

Dr.  Woltmann,  who  was  at  first  a  militant 
Socialist,  and  remained  faithful  to  the  convictions 
of  his  youth,  after  having  corrected  them  by 
the  experience. of  life,  showed  himself  far  more 
coherent  in  his  appreciations,  for  he  reserved 
to  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  a  place 
of  honour  in  his  Germanist  Pantheon.  "  The 
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Labour  Movement  of  to-day,"  he  wrote,  "  if 
considered  from  the  anthropological  point  of 
view,  appears  to  be  the  effort  of  ascension  of 
the  superior  and  Germanic  state  of  the  working 
class  towards  power  and  liberty."  *  He  pro- 
claims, in  spite  of  Gobineau  and  Houston 
Chamberlain,  that  Sieves,  Robespierre  and  Saint- 
Just  must  be  "  something  quite  different  from 
brachycephalous  mongoloids,"  these  latter  being 
quite  incapable  of  creating  a  revolution  which 
was  in  the  direction  of  universal  historical 
progress  like  the  French  Revolution. 

M.  Reimer  associates  himself  unreservedly 
with  this  point  of  view,  and  obtains  from  it 
even  more  precise  conclusions.  The  Socialist 
proletariat  seems  to  him  to  be  worthy  of  appro- 
bation in  its  effort  to  win  a  just  share  of  the 
superior  life  of  the  mind,  to  assure  the  dignity 
of  its  existence,  for  such  claims  are  dictated  to 
the  working  class  by  the  Germanic  blood  which 
continues  to  run  in  its  veins.  (It  is  a  striking 
fact  that  Lorenzo  Stein,  whose  writings  taught 
Karl  Marx  the  first  elements  of  Socialist  doctrine, 
should  long  ago  have  considered  as  Germanic 
in  their  origins  the  democratic  agitation  of  his 
*  Politische  Anthropologle^  p.  294. 
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days.*)  Therefore,  he  foresees  the  possibility 
of  associating  in  view  of  common  action  these 
two  great  moral  forces  which  in  his  opinion 
have  a  similar  origin — German  Imperialism  of 
race,  proletarian  Imperialism  of  class — and.  he 
begs  the  workers,  his  compatriots,  to  abandon 
the  absolute  internationalism  which  at  present 
figures  in  their  programme,  this  democratic 
internationalism  being  in  his  opinion  a  "  sickly 
universalism,"  the  heritage  of  the  Catholic 
ideal  of  the  Middle  Ages.  The  German  pro- 
letariat must  henceforth  practise  a  Germanist 
internationalism,  that  is,  must  recognise  none 
as  brothers  and  companions  but  the  Germans 
in  other  countries  of  the  globe.  Community  of 
race  is  in  effect  the  essential  condition  of  veritable 
democratic  equality,  and  humanitarian  sympathy 
is  an  empty  phrase  if  it  does  not  bind  us  to  that 
humanity,  the  echo  of  which  we  hear  in  our  own 
breast.  Now,  a  German's  heart  does  not  beat 
in  the  presence  of  a  brachycephalous  creature.  In 
other  words,  let  the  rallying  cry  of  the  German 
working-class  party  be  no  longer  the  impossible 
vow,  "  Proletarians  of  all  countries,  unite,"  but 

*  Der  Socia/ismus  Communismus  des  Leutigen.     Frankreichs. 
Leipzig.      1842. 
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rather  this  logical  and  scientific  precept,  "German 
proletarians  of  all  countries,  associate  your  cause." 
It  is  quite  certain  that  the  union  of  working- 
men  around  a  common  flag  assumes  a  certain 
degree  of  equality  in  their  general  dispositions. 
When  the  white  worker  is  confronted  by  the 
competition  of  the  black  and  yellow  man,  he 
hastens  to  forget  his  democratic  convictions, 
and  demands  that  public  law  shall  first  hold 
at  arm's -length  by  prohibitive  regulations  a 
"  brother "  whose  exigencies  are  too  modest, 
a  companion  who  spoils  the  comrades'  game. 
In  1904  the  international  Socialist  Congress 
of  Amsterdam  was  invited  to  proclaim  as  legiti- 
mate those  methods  of  draconian  exclusion 
in  which  personal  interest  reveals  itself  undis- 
guised in  the  light  of  day.  The  assembly,  hesi- 
tating between  the  mystical  principles  of  the 
party  and  the  present  needs  of  its  propaganda, 
had  recourse  to  evasion  ;  it  sent  the  questions  to 
a  committee  for  closer  study,  a  parliamentary 
formula  which  is  equivalent  to  indefinite  ad- 
journment, as  everyone  knows.*  With  African 
or  Asiatic  proletariat  the  white  worker  only 
combines  in  principle  and  in  a  yet  distant  future. 
*  F.  Lange,  Reines  Deutschum,  4th  ed.,  p.  231  et  stq. 
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Now,  the  Germanists  whose  doctrines  we  have 
just  studied,  hold  that  such  compatriots  as  in  their 
eyes  are  not  marked  with  the  chosen  anthropo- 
logical sign,  are  beings  of  an  inferior  race,  yellow 
or  black  men  scarcely  disguised  under  a  deceptive 
varnish.  Shall  we,  then,  be  astonished  if  they 
persuade  the  workers  of  pure  race  to  repudiate 
all  solidarity  with  brachycephalous  pariahs,  un- 
worthy of  a  noble  alliance  ! 


ii 

The  "  Civitas  Germanica  " 

Hence,  the  definite  destruction  of  Austrian 
and  French  power  and  an  alliance  with  German 
Socialism  (now  better  enlightened  as  to  its 
immediate  duties)  are  the  preliminary  conditions 
for  a  pan-Germanist  Germany  in  Europe.  After- 
wards— the  only  internationalism  which  natural 
science  ratifies  being  a  voluntary  or  a  forced 
union  between  neighbouring  nations  under  the 
impulse  of  the  privileged  race  which  forms 
their  common  civilising  element,  namely  the 
Germanic  race — we  should  consider  the  practical 
propositions  by  which  M.  Reimer  would  prepare 
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an,  internationalism  of  this  sort,  a  Germanist 
internationalism,  to  realise  which  he  would 
gladly  join  hands  with  the  Socialist  democrats, 
now  converted  to  the  gospel  of  race. 

It  is,  in  the  first  place,  a  question  of  furnishing 
a  field  of  action  for  those  drawn-out  experiences 
to  which  European  humanity  will  be  submitted. 
Germany,  the  missionary  of  destiny,  needs  elbow- 
room — Mehr  Land  (a  more  vast  domain),  such 
will  be  the  first  concern  of  pan-Germanist  enter- 
prise, and  this  domain  will  be  naturally  taken 
by  conquest  from  the  countries  neighbouring 
Germany  which  have  preserved  less  Germanic 
blood,  from  Austria,  from  Italy  and  from  France. 
Subsequently  the  small  Germanic  nations  of 
the  north,  the  Netherlands  and  Scandinavia, 
will  be  incorporated  in  the  new  imperium  by 
persuasion,  if  that  be  possible,  and  when  this  is 
accomplished,  on  the  territory  thus  enlarged  by 
arms  or  diplomacy,  we  shall  begin  to  apply 
hardily  the  selective  views  of  which  M.  de  La- 
pouge  has  given  us  a  first  glimpse.  A  very  de- 
cided negative  selection  will  extinguish  without 
delay  the  inferior  races  which  might  compromise 
the  future  of  pan-Germanist  Germany,  and 
the  necessary  extinction  will  be  prepared  as 
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follows.  A  learned  commission  composed  of 
doctors,  anthropologists,  teachers  and  artists 
will  be  constituted  en  conseil  de  revision  to  divide 
the  inhabitants  of  the  new  Empire  into  three 
categories.  A  superior  caste  will  comprise  the 
individuals  of  sufficiently  pure  Germanic  race 
designated  by  the  physical  peculiarities  dear  to 
Dr.  Woltmann :  light  hair,  blue  eyes,  clear 
complexion,  high  stature  and  elongated  skull. 
They  will  receive  the  freedom  of  the  city  with- 
out reserve,  and  will  be  able  to  resume  the  haughty 
affirmation  of  the  Roman  conquerors.  "  Civis 
sum  Germanicus,"  thus  speaks  the  depositary  of 
the  total  political  capacity  of  the  Civitas  Ger- 


manica. " 


Below  this  privileged  group  another  caste  of 
semi-Germans  will  be  formed,  deprived  of  the 
right  to  ally  themselves  with  the  thorough 
Germans  whose  progeny  they  might  destroy, 
but  retaining  a  certain  influence  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs.  Finally,  the  well- 
characterised  non-Germans  will  be  drawn  to- 
wards sterility  by  all  the  means  that  are  known, 
or  can  be  known,  but  at  the  same  time  indemnified 
by  large  salaries,  endowed  with  old-age  pensions 
and  treated  without  cruelty  or  contempt.  M. 
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Reimer  would,  nevertheless,  put  them  to  un- 
healthy occupations,  as  is  done  in  America  by 
simple  natural  selections,  the  work  of  mines 
being  nearly  always  undertaken  in  that  country 
by  Slavonic  or  Latin  emigrants. 

Let  us  think  of  the  fate  of  France  under  this 
regime,  which  seems  renewed  from  Brahmin 
India  and  recalls  the  ancient  constitution  of 
Manu.  It  appears  that  our  country  still  retains 
ten  million  citizens  sharply  tinged  with  Ger- 
manism, an  inestimable  reserve  of  strength, 
which  would  soon  succeed  in  disappearing  if  we 
were  abandoned  to  our  own  inspirations,  as  M. 
de  Lapouge  has  superabundantly  demonstrated. 
These  Germans,  unconscious  of  their  original 
nobility,  will  be  saved  by  the  pan-Germanist 
organisation  and  by  the  selective  processes  of 
which  an  idea  has  been  given.  Artois,  as  well 
as  Picardy  and  Normandy,  by  reason  of  their 
Scandinavian  past,  might  really  receive  at  the 
end  of  some  years  the  privilege  of  the  Givitas 
Germanica.  As  for  the  twenty  millions  of  slightly 
Germanised  Alpines  who  people  the  centre  of 
our  country,  they  will  retain,  under  the  Ger- 
manic sceptre,  their  language,  their  administra- 
tion, and  even  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
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ment,  if  they  desire  it ;  but  always  under  the 
condition  that  they  tend  rapidly  towards  defini- 
tive extinction.  The  rare  German  elements 
which  they  may  enclose  should,  however,  be 
carefully  selected,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  ranks 
of  the  superior  caste.  Finally,  the  convicted  non- 
Germans  who  are  found  in  the  south  and  south- 
east of  France  must  be  rapidly  uprooted  by  a 
Germanic  colonisation,  conducted  with  method 
and  perseverance.  M.  Reimer  maintains  a 
perfect  seriousness  during  the  exposition  of  this 
programme. 

In  order  to  assure  positive  selection,  that 
which  should  favourise  the  upbringing  of  the 
German  of  pure  race,  our  author  once  more 
rallies  to  the  propositions  of  M.  de  Lapouge. 
Gladly  he  gives  the  same  counsels  of  gallant 
activity  to  the  "  eugenics,"  for  he  admittedly 
expresses  the  views  of  his  compatriot,  Professor 
von  Ehrenfels,  who  has  conducted  in  the  columns 
of  the  Politisch-Anthropologische  Revue  a  cam- 
paign against  masculine  monogamy.  In  the 
human  species,  says  this  latter  scholar,  the  male 
is  polygamous  by  decree  of  nature,  whereas 
the  female  is  monogamous,  and  thus  before 
the  Germans  of  the  stronger  sex  opens  a  limitless 
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field  on  which  to  display  their  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  race. 

Suggestions  of  this  sort  have  at  all  events  the 
merit  of  frankness  and  courage.  Why  should 
M.  Reimer  yield  elsewhere  to  a  sentiment  of  un- 
reflecting patriotism  when  he  proposes  to  accord 
without  preliminary  examination  the  right  of  the 
Civitas  Germanic  a  to  all  the  actual  subjects 
of  the  Emperor  William  !  Now,  one  may  find, 
according  to  his  own  avowal,  that  in  the  German 
Empire  a  good  quarter  of  the  people  are  perfectly 
characterised  non-Germans.  That  is  what  is 
called  in  French  introducing  the  wolf  into  the 
sheepfold.  Villains  in  the  noble  caste  !  And 
what  ravages  the  posterity  of  these  millions  of 
intruders  may  prepare  in  the  heart  of  pan- 
German  Germany !  We  know  from  M.  de 
Lapouge  that  natural  social  selection  must  act 
without  delay  in  their  favour,  in  such  a  way 
that  the  rough  work  of  Imperial  Prussia  and 
of  her  technical  commissions  will  have  to  be 
resumed  again  in  some  three  hundred  years. 

M.  Reimer  follows  M.  de  Lapouge,  not 
Houston  Chamberlain,  for  choice,  and  prefers 
physiological  methods  to  psychological  solutions 
in  the  matter  of  pan-Germanism,  as  has  already 
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been  said.  Nevertheless,  he  does  not  fail  to 
recognise  the  influence  of  the  moral  on  the 
physical,  and  preoccupies  himself  with  assuring 
for  his  restored  Germans  a  sane  religious  belief. 
He  was  brought  up  himself  in  some  religious 
college  which  he  scarcely  remembers,  and  he 
forbids  Catholicism  to  all  citizens  of  noble 
caste ;  but  this  confession  will  be  tolerated 
among  non-Germans  on  condition  that  it  serves 
the  views  of  pan-Germanism  by  influencing 
the  faithful  towards  asceticism  and  chastity, 
in  a  word  towards  default  of  posterity.  Is  it 
not  right,  in  effect,  that  the  Roman  religion — 
always  unfavourable  to  the  expansion  of  Ger- 
manism, since  the  law  of  ecclesiastical  celibacy 
has  sterilised  so  many  eminent  Germans — should 
henceforth  be  reduced  to  turning  its  power  of 
negative  selection  against  those  non-Germans  whose 
progress  it  has  too  long  favourised  ?  As  for  the 
religion  of  German  citizens,  borrowed  in  part 
from  Nietzsche  and  in  part  from  Houston  Cham- 
berlain, it  shall  be  a  sort  of  pantheism,  optimist, 
yea-saying,  affirmative  of  life,  very  different 
in  its  results  from  those  pessimist  and  depressing 
pantheisms  which  the  degenerate  Aryans  of 
India  have  bequeathed  to  us,  the  Vedantists 
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and  the  Buddhists.  Metaphysicians  will  regulate 
the  sanctions  of  the  other  world.  It  so  happens 
that  a  distinguished  scholar,  M.  Guido  von 
Lists,  has  just  interpreted  the  Scandinavian 
myths  in  this  sense.  The  religious  future  of 
the  German  thus  presents  itself  under  the  most 
favourable  colours,  because  it  will  only  have  to 
return  to  the  first  metaphysical  inspirations  of 
his  own  race  to  fashion  for  his  use  a  doctrine 
entirely  favourable  to  his  elan  of  conquest. 

Summed  up,  this  pan-Germanist  code  is 
really  terrifying  for  many  people,  is  it  not  ? 
Whoever  does  not  feel  himself  German  to  the 
marrow  will  be  tempted  to  exclaim,  after  reading 
such  a  document,  "  On  ne  parle  Id  dedans  que 
de  ma  mort !  "  Happily,  M.  Reimer  does  not 
always  display  a  similar  implacability  in  his 
exclusive  selections,  and  he  has  generous  in- 
consistencies, as,  for  instance,  when  he  writes : 
"  If  a  half-breed,  however  little  Germanic  blood 
he  has,  can  be  recognised  as  ours,  either  by  the 
quality  of  his  ideal  or  by  his  aspirations  for  the 
future,  he  need  not  consider  the  Germanist  theory 
as  an  enemy."  *  Does  he  not  sum  up  in  this 
passage  the  purely  psychological  and  moral  cri- 
*  Grundzuege  deutscher  Wiedergeburt,  p.  3. 
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terion  of  race  which  Mr.  Houston  Stewart  Cham- 
berlain defined  ?  In  this  case  it  will  be  the  district 
commissioner  of  police  or  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish,  but  not  the  doctor,  the  teacher  or  artist, 
who  must  draw  up  the  diplomas  of  Germanists 
when  they  deliver  certificates  of  worthy  life 
and  morals !  "  I  know,"  M.  Reimer  writes 
again,  "  certain  people  who  present  all  the 
physical  characteristics  of  the  noble  type,  and 
who  have,  nevertheless,  inherited  from  some 
brachycephalous  ancestor  the  soul  of  a  lackey, 
plainly  anti-Germanic.  Also  I  know  examples 
to  the  contrary."  The  avowal  is  too  sincere  ! 
If  things  stand  thus,  the  electoral  commission 
invoked  will  constantly  make  mistakes  in  its 
sovereign  decisions,  will  cast  into  the  void  many 
a  precious  heredity,  will  give  the  brevet  to  the 
soul  of  a  brachycephalous  lackey  in  an  aristo- 
cratic golden-hair  body. 

I  must  be  careful  not  to  weaken,  by  superfluous 
comment,  the  savour  of  the  doctrine  which  I 
have  just  described.  Wisdom  advises  one,  as 
is  known,  to  take  nothing  tragically,  but  to  take 
everything  seriously.  We  must  content  our- 
selves with  the  latter  attitude,  though  it  be 
difficult,  in  the  present  case,  to  hide  a  smile.  We 
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shall  not,  however,  waste  our  time  if  we  lend  our 
ear  for  an  instant  to  the  ardent  and  convinced 
prophecies  of  theoretical  Germanism.  Once 
more  we  receive  enlightenment  concerning  the 
true  nature  of  man  and  the  eternal  mainspring 
of  human  activity. 
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